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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bright, Robert Doubleday 
GEORGIE TO THE RESCUE Paper over board; $1.75 


* Once again we meet the friendly little ghost that haunted the Whittakers' 
New England attic in Georgie (back in 1944). This time circumstances project Georgie, 
the ghost, Herman, a cat, and Miss Oliver, an owl, into city life with humorous diffi- 
culties. Herman has been taken along by the Whittakers, when they close their house 
and go to a city hotel. And George and Miss Oliver are on their own. The owl winds 
up in the zoo, and her friends are at considerable pains to remove her. And again 
they are relieved when it is time to go home to their comfortable attic again. Night- 
blue pictures by the author provide additional details. Somewhat perishable format 
for the handling it will be subjected to. (4/5. LC: 56-5582) 


Hurd, Edith Thacher & Clement Lippincott 
MR. CHARLIE'S GAS STATION Cloth; $2.00 


In line with Mr. Charlie's Chicken House, here is anothe story about what 
7 goes on where, by the Hurds. This time it is life in a gas station-garage and the 
description is neat and cozy. Mr. Charlie has a harried but ultimately rewarding 
time as he opens the new station, fills his first tank, changes a tire, directs a 
lost motorist, rescues a stuck one and acquires a bright new red truck for himseif 
and his bundly wife. Chubby, explicit cartoons by Clement Hurd. (Publ.LC: 55-11813) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Dana, Dorothea Abelard-Schuman 
GOOD-BYE, BUNNY BANGS Cloth; $2.50 


* Dean and Delia and a rabbit are the principals in this surprise ending pat 
tale. It is as a wild baby rabbit that he becomes the children's pet after they find 
him near their house and name him Bunny Bangs on account of his temper forhe seems to 
be mad all the time. They build him a pen and are prepared to have him return to the 
woods when he grows up, but,when the time comes, Bunny Bangs decides to stay. To the 
family's delight, they find he has been free all the time through a tunnel from his 
pen. Some whirlwind red and black pictures by the author illustrate the antics. 


(3/18. LC: 56-5902) 


Schlein, Miriam Abelard-Schuman 
DEER IN THE SNOW Cloth; $2.50 


A winter scene, softly set, illustrates a way of nature as three deer come 
to feed at Jane and Eddie's house near the forest. The deer are cautious and sometimes 
frightened away as they come for their daily meal of potato and barley. Watching then, 
Jane and Eddie learn a lot and they are pleased,when spring arrives, to see the trio 
a againwith a fawn to the pond's edge. Colored pencil drawings by Leonard Kessler. 
(Publ. LC: 56-5898) 
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Anderson, Joy Harcourt, Brace 
HIPPOLYTE- CRAB KING Cloth $2.25 


A simple story of Trinidad describes a little of its way of life through a boy's 
plans for carnival time and through some engaging ink sketches of village and jungle by i] 
Peter Spier. Hippolyte loves to eat the Callalloo (crab stew) his mother makes, and de- 
lights in seeing all his friends along Sweetbriar Road. With the approach of Carnival 
time he's able to put the two together and catch enough Callalloo crabs for the price of 
a costume to wear in the festivities. Gay. (3/1.1C:56-5231) 


Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
WHAT SUSAN WANTED Cloth; $2.00 


A well-intentioned but noisy family's preferences almost override those of 
Susan, the youngest, when her birthday comes around. Not at all sure she wants a doll, as 
her sister Shirley suggests, or a baseball like Tom's, Susan sets out around the block one 
morning to think it out and make up her own mind. When she does, it turns out to be a rab- 
bit that she wants. The encounter with one has its surprises. So does Susan who really 
has to holler in order to get her family to listen to her at last. Pen and brush sketches 
are by Beth Krush. (Publ. LC:56-5235) 


Chalmers, Mary Harper 
A HAT FOR AMY JEAN board $1.50; cloth $2.00 


* The wildest things happen in the gentlest way in this third story by author- 
artist Mary Chalmers whose work is faintly reminscent of Esther Averill's Jenny stories. 
Billy and Tommy Brown, about six and three, start out from the country to the distant city 
along with their dog and cat, Michael and Georgianna, to buy their sister Amy Jean a hat 
for her birthday. As if to symbolize the utter impossibility of their task, it is accom- 
plished only with the aid of many animals, helicopters and kind ladies. This soft, small 
giddiness to the accompanishment of tiny grey-green pictures makes a book-full of pleasure. 


(3/28.10:56-5152) a 


Merwin, Decie . Lippincott 
WHERE'S TERESA? Cloth; $2.00 


Teresa is just emerging from babyhood and in the habit of running off and get- 
ting lost,and Ricky and Eddy, her older brothers, have a job finding her. The solution 
comes with an idea from a nursery rhyme, "Ride a Cock Horse”, which their mother reads to 
them. With "...Bells on her toes", Teresa will be findable wherever she goes. Decie 
Merwin has done orange drawings for this latest book. Weak stitching. (Publ.1C0:56-5709) 





Thayer, Jane Morrow 
THE CHICKEN IN THE TUNNEL Cloth; $2.00 


Based on a real incident that literally stopped traffic, this follows Squawky 
the rooster's route to market in New York City. When his owner drives him through the 
Lincoln Tunnel from New Jersey, along with a truckload of other crated up chickens, Squawky 
squeezes through the slats of his box and starts floundering back to the country. Con- 
certed efforts however of policemen and drivers return Squawky to his owner and a nice 
roost on the farm. Rooster red pictures by Tony Palazzo. (4/18.10:56-5177) 


Harris, Mary Sheed & Ward 
THOMAS Cloth spine; $2.75 


Thomas ig a dressmaker's cat with curlycue feet and this story about him and 
Frances, who comes to have a confirmation dress made by Miss Stich is straight-faced and 
straight-laced and quite funny. Thomas dislikes Miss Stich and Miss Stich, from the start 
is dubious about making such a plain dress as the one required by Frances. Frances, 
Thomas and Miss Stich's bird, Lynette, get to talking and their schemes are not all as 
angelic either. Result: both Thomas and Lynette go home with Frances. Pictures in | 








chartreuse, pink and black by prize-winning artist Cliff Roberts are imaginatively feathery. 
(3/21.10:56-6131) . 
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Worcester, Donald Oxford 
LONE HUNTER'S GRAY PONY $2.50 - 


* A bone bare story of an Oglala Sioux boy creates its own suspense and a good 
portrait of Indian life with. the brave adventure which brings Lone Hunter into manhood. 
What Lone Hunter wants is a good pony for his first real buffalo hunt. His father, Red 
Eagle, gets him one on a raid into Kiowa territory and the boy's dreams are fulfilled 
until the Kiowas recapture Grey Pony. Lone Hunter goes alone to search for him and on 
his return is able to save his tribe from yet another Kiowa raid. Some feeling for the 
interchange of endless raiding plus the mixture of pride and affection in ownership, 
as it must have been among these Indians, is evident here. Strikingly photographic 
drawings by Harper Johnson. (Pub. LC: 56-6751) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Wonder Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
3/2 Plastic over board ea./25¢ 


Burgess, Thornton- LITTLE PETER COTTONTAIL-..goes out into the big world and 
isn't very discreet about it, despite Mr. Toad's warnings. A cow frightens him, but 
Peter in turn startles the cow and Mr. Toad is faithfully mum about the whole thing. 
Rabbity colored pictures by Phoebe Erickson. 


Varga, Judith- MY BOOK ABOUT GOD- A single poem, the lines of which are il- 
lustrated with chubby and sentimental colored pictures by the author, forms a prayer 
of thankfulness for God's good gifts. Comforting. 


Wonder Play Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
3/2 paper covers; 25¢ 


Klein, Lenore- THE PROJECT BOOK FOR BOYS AND GIRLS- This includes "more than 
50 things to make and do" and should, with straightforward information and explanations, 
help to while away the hours. Knots, signalling and codes, trail signs for the out of 
doors and simple science tricks with light, heat, water,etc.,are among the topics. 


. Each is illustrated with drawings and diagrams by Polly Jackson. Useful. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Bloch, Marie Halun Coward-McCann 
TONY OF THE GHOST TOWNS $2.75 


A carefully outlined, understandingly written story, set in a small mining 
town, has Tony Gardner, a lonesome boy, who makes friends at last with the community, 
for its central character and theme. The youngest in his family, Tony feels put upon 
by his older brothers and his reaction makes itself felt in poor school grades and at- 
tendance. Tony would rather go off to the hills to be alone with the old odds and 
ends he has begun to find and collect. But in the hills Tony meets Old Tibor, an out- 
cast from town. As the two get to know each other the mystery of Tibor's hermit life 
is cleared up with Tony's help and, with Tibor's help, Tony's collection becomes the 


‘basis for a town museum. Nice. Thoughtful drawings by Dorothy Marino. (Publ.LC:56-'/137) 


Pohlmann, Lillian Coward-McCann 
MYRTLE ALBERTINA'S SECRET $2.50 


* ...develops some pleasing and freshly recounted angles as it wends its way 
through the weeks surrounding her mother's birthday in a year of the 1890's in a 
California gold mining town. A traveling photographer, Harvey Stevens, and his son 
Tuley come to town and Myrtle Albertina at last has a bright idea for a present- a 
picture of herself. The contortions she goes through to make herself presentable 
enough for a good photograph are quite funny, but there follows a chain of events 
that blows so small a function as picture-taking into an affair of town-size impor- 
tance. Mr. Stevens is accused of highgrading and put in jail. Tuley, in despair, 
runs away. Myrtle Albertina's Aunt Eva falls in love with Mr. Stevens. Then, Myrtle 
Albertina herself solves the mystery. Drawings by Erik Blegvad are detailed to a 
pinpoint to show 1890 fixtures, costumes and detail. (3/7? LC: 56-7098) 
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Wilcox, Eleanor Reindollar Dodd, Mead 
THE CORNHUSK DOLL $2.75 
A lengthy story of Indian captivity is told through the eyes of ten year old 
Sally Redpath who goes from Philadelphia to Ohio with her parents in 1764, only to become ee 


separated from them for a time by the Shawnees. When the Redpaths start out they are in 
high hopes of the riches from fur the Ohio territory will bring. The assurance that the 
land they have bought will be theirs is clouded by rumors of Jacobite plotters and bribes; 
they push on with a Conestoga wagon train. It is beyond Baltimore that Sally is taken 
captive. The months she spends with the Shawnees are a mixture of misery and good times, 
for the distressing elements are overcome in the long run by Sally's adaptability, her 

~ friendship with an old Irish woman who had married a Shawnee and stayed "captive" too long, 
and her friendship with some of the Indian youngsters. When release does come Sally finds 
her wer st settled at last and with a happy, hard working future ahead of them. (5/2. 
LC: 56-5185 


Walsh, Chad Harper 
NELLIE AND HER FLYING CROCODILE $2.50 


Hunky is the flying crocodile, member of the bahagohunk species, and the ad- 
ventures of Nellie and her family with him have their overtones in directives for the good 
life that may be reminiscent of this author's writings in the field of practical religion. 
The doings, which take place on and around Lakes Iroquois and Champlain, are humorously 
involved. Nellie, who arrives at Lake Iroquois with her parents for the summer, is bored 
for she has no playmates and her brother and sister are away in England. But her ennui 
is soon interrupted by an evil seddaglonk from whose rapacious grasp she is saved by Hunky. 
Hunky whisks Nellie off to his home in the trees along Lake Champlain and Nellie in turn 
is able to bring Hunky on a visit to her parents. There he and his joyful ways teach the 
Smiths how to live life anew and even persuade them all to live for a while in Bahaland. 
In the end the Smiths realize they can't be fully happy away from their own world (for 
example bahagohunks have too steady a diet of fish), but an agreeable arrangement of 
visiting times is established between Hunky and Nellie when the Smiths go home. Pictures 
by Marc Simont illustrate this wit and wisdom. (4/25.106:56-5149) 

Otto, Margaret SIA Holt 

SYRUP $2.50 


Syrup is one of Spice's pups and this story follows Jumpkin, Ginger and Shice 
as the latest one about sugary Miss Marvelous and her sugary little dachshunds. Small 
town life, poured out in a sticky narrative, include activities in Miss Marvelous' bake 
shop and Mr. Silver's carpentry shop, raising the dogs, etc., and as a climax for this 
book- a wedding for Miss Marvelous and Mr. Silver who have come to love each other through 
their friendly association. For the candy fans whose taste spreads to sweetness in books. 
Drawings by Polly Jackson. (5/?.10:56-6231) 


Colling, Susan Knopf 
FROGMORTON $2.50 


From former publication in England comes a story of stout hearts and good faith 
all dressed up in animal clothing as Frog, wealthy and fortunate, and Timmy Tortoise, his 
poor and humble friend, battle the winds of chance to save Frogmorton, Frog's family seat. 
On a visit to London during the Christmas season, Frog runs into Timmy. They have a drink 
together and Frog invites Timmy down for a visit. Christmas is utterly hearty and Timmy's 
and Frog's spirits are so warmed with renewed acquaintance, parties and gay times that 
Timmy is asked to stay on. He gardens and Frogmorton begins to look like new. But doom 
falls with the advent of the tax collector. Faced with this terrible loss, Frog and Timmy 
are saved when Marmaduke, a race horse, becomes their friend and wins the Gold Cup at 
Ascot for them. Some well developed machinations of side and counter plots bracket this ee 





with fhe Wind in the Willows, though the situations are not as original or imaginative. 


Drawings are by Ernest H. Shepard. (4/16.10:56-5719) 
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Eight to Eleven- Fiction- continued 
Bates, Esther W. McKay 
MARILDA'S HOUSE $2.75 


A simple story of a lost inheritance regained takes on some added humor and 
pathos through a realistic narration of 12 year old Marilda Dunbar's adventures. When 
her actress mother has died and her ill and bookish father has gone off to the south- 
west to try to make a new but unsuccessful start in life, Marilda is left with the post- 
mistress in the small eastern town where she was brought up. There to tempt her and 
add to her miseries is the Dunbar family house, old, rambling and highly taxable. How 
Marilda makes some new friends and a surprising find, and manages to re-acquire her 
property as it is auctioned off- turns into a credible well paced story. Drawings by 
Gustav Schrotter. (4/20. LC: 56-6578) 


Clark, Electa McKay 
SPANISH GOLD AND CASEY McKEE $3.00 


Further adventures in the life of the interestingly endowed Casey (see The 
Dagger, the Fish and Casey McKee) take him to Florida again where his rich Uncle Bounce 
has acquired an out-of-the-way hotel on the sea's edge. Naturally there is diving to 
be done and Casey and Owen Barrabee, a local boy of less fortunate circumstances than 
Casey, take to it eagerly. It leads them not only to an old treasure but into the 
thick of thieves ready to use more forceful means to get it. Their capture, ina 
colorful setting of tropical flora and fauna- on land and under the water- brings the 
promise of a fine future with the treasure money for Owen and for Casey the prospect 
of working as a diver at the hotel the next summer. Clifford N. Geary's drawings. 
(5/4. LC: 56-5382) 


Bishop, Curtis Steck 
LITTLE LEAGUER $2.00 


Switching from Larry (see Larry Leads Off etc.) to another boy and another 
set of problems, Curtis Bishop handles his new Little League story this way: Lanny 
Reid has been sheltered by a rich maiden aunt, Julia, all his ten years, but when he 
goes out for Little League, the local coach, Sneaker Kane, sees some merit in the boy. 
Sneaker also takes on Kerry Burk, a delinquent. With bullying Kerry and timid Lanny 
on his hands it takes a court case before the problems of Kerry and Lanny, as well as of 
Sneaker and Aunt Julia, are squared away and a championship won. (3/2 LC: 56-6470) 


McDonald, Lucile & Ross, Zola Winston 
PIGTAIL PIONEER $2.00 


Set in the same territory as Stormy Year and The Mystery of Catesby Island,al- 
so by these authors, this goes back a hundred years to tell of Lotty Went's first year 
as a pioneer farmer's daughter near Portland. Along with the details of getting set- 
tled and making a go of cabin life and land clearing, a thin story thread sees Lotty 
get over her prejudice against Indians. From the moment Lotty arrives she fears the 
Indian village nearby and especially the old squaw who comes looking for a small 
carved stone which Lotty has found. But there is friendliness rather than enmity in 
the squaw's search and the first year's end sees the start of new understanding. 
Illustrated by Vera Neville. (4/23) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Hansen, Harry Garden City 
THE STORY OF ILLINOIS $2.50 





A short text, amply supplemented with two-color drawings by John Barron, 
accounts for the happenings in Illinois from the time of French settlement to the 
present but misinterprets history in a glorification of the region that obscures the 
meaning of individual action and the natural course of events. The familiar events 
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are here- the explorations of Joliet and Marquette, British tenure after St. Ange's de- 
feat in the French and Indian Wars, Clark's expedition and the victories at Vincennes and 
Kaskaskia, the Spanish bid for power, the rush of settlers after 1825, Abraham Lincoln and 
the Civil War. While a very competent and professional job, the text as a whole is a 
eulogy of Illinois and its star studded destiny in the American scene. One might think it 
existed as a live entity responsible for its own achievements. For state-proud readers 
this will provide ample reinforcement. (4/16.10:56-5406) 


Cassell, Sylvia Harper 
NATURE GAMES AND ACTIVITIES $2.50 


A wide variety of briefly described observation, study and building projects 
covers the nature studies field from bird watching to aquarium tending. Topics include 
trees, small mammals, plants, big and little bugs, etc.,and within each section there are 
elementary instructions on how to start collecting and identifying, or raising and housing. 
Not a book for strong particular interests but rather to stimulate and direct the more 
generally inquisitive. Drawings by Peter Burchard. (4/25.10:56-5150) 
1D 
Hogner, Dorothy Childs dt Oxford 

THE CAT FAMILY $2.75 


A companion volume to The Horse Family and The Dog Family covers cats and kit- 
tens of all kinds, shapes, places and times. An introductory chapter on cats and their 
relationship to man establishes the feline aloofness with the mild exception of the 
cheetah, mouser and guardian Siamese. Wild cats, big and small, are surveyed on a world 
wide scale as to their habits and appearances- as are cats in history and legend and cats 
which aren't cats. These last are civets- mongooses, bearcats, etc. Quite an interest- 
ing book; it covers territory similar to Herbert Zim's Cats (Morrow) but has, along with 
drawings by Nils Hogner, its own individuality. (3/29.LC:56-6748) 


Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. $3.95 


Parker, Bertha Morris- THE GOLDEN BOOK OF SCIENCE- Another giant such as the 
Goiden Books Of history and geography presents an efficiently worked out surface survey of 
science today- and a group of beautifully executed colored pictures by Harry McNaught, 
often so real that they have a tromte l'oeil effect. After dealing with the concepts of 
age, size, heat, speed, distance, etc., there is a more or less orthodox round-up of animal 
and vegetable life, with two pages of text and pictures to each classification discussed, 
that culminates in the human and his environment. The next broad sections are on Earth's 
formation, geology, astronomy and the weather and, at the last, there are glimpses of 
various recently noted phenomena- flight, magnetism, light, sound, atomic structure and 
wonders to come. Perhaps no single text has given such a broad coverage for the age group 
and this one can be easily recommended where such a text is needed. 


PWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Chandler, Ruth F. Abelard-Schuman 
TOO MANY PROMISES $2.50 


A sincerely written story traces the last difficult path of Niki Louganis, de- 
linquent, from a life of big city troublemaking to a physically and mentally healthier 
existence. In Warren, where Niki lives with his mother and grandmother, he and Jokey, 
both fifteen, had been easily persuaded by Deego, 19, to enter into the kind of escapade 
that normally led only to court. But Niki was lucky. Through Mr. Morgan, his high school 
principal, Niki is sent for the summer to Bristol, a small town in the country-side he has 
always wanted to visit, and in Bristol to the Barnards who have lost two sons. Mr. Barnard 
raises chinchillas, an added inducement for Niki who also loves animals. Niki does feel 
guilty about his past and this,rather than resentment, is his driving force. But there are 
the incidents- a visit from Jokey and the loss of a prize chinchilla- before Niki is able 
to redeem himself completely. Drawings by Ray Scott Campbell. (4/27.LC:56-5908) 
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Crisp, Frank Coward-McCann 
THE JAVA WRECKMEN $3.00 


C3 Frank Crisp has established his market and his plots with The Devil River, 
The Haunted Reef,etc. and this new story about Jim and Dirk and their salvage crew in 
the Java waters plumbs the depths of the sea rather than those of the mind. It begins 
when the young men go to salvage a wreck in Jogkta Bay. The time is after the Indo- 
nesians have gained their independence, but while the salvaging - of gold bullion 
which will earn a reward when completed- goes on, there are strange accidents which 
all but cost Dirk and Jim their lives. Along with the accidents come rumors of the 
Ghost Legion, a native terrorist group led by a mysterious figure, the Hantu. The 
climax reveals the Hantu as a seemingly friendly bay fisherman and the one who had 
been causing the accidents. Drawings by R. M. Powers. (Publ. LC: 56-7139) 


Houston, Joan Crowell 
JUMP-SHY $2.75 


A first story by an author of promising popularity, this is a full-fashioned 
girl and horse drama for the early teens. The setting is Vermont and Tam Wade, who 
hasn't a horse of her own- yet- is the twelve year old heroine- friendly, forthright 
and appealing. Tam's father has died and she and her mother and older sister Cynnie 
have come to live with Uncle Peter in a small town. At Frank Wilby's stables nearby 
there is a horse for Cynnie. Patient Tam is contented to school one of the old nags, 
until Merlin, a jumper with a mysterious past, enters the picture. There is the 
story of an accident Merlin had with his former rider, Miles Corey, and Tam, eager 
to clear it all up, hunts up Miles and gets him to ride Merlin again. And when 
aye nal og to college, Merlin is waiting for Tam. Paul Brown's drawings. (4/16. 
LC: 56-5701 


Nye, Harriet K. Dodd, Mead 
WISHING ON A STAR $2.75 


Another trying story of teen age growing pains centers around Betts, a high 
school senior whose mother is on the point of remarrying. Extremely resentful of 
Harry, a nice, intelligent man who is her stepfather-to-be, Betts goes off to be a 
counselor at a Lake Michigan girls camp for the summer. There her work with the girls, 
some of them problem adolescents, the solving of a small camp property problem, and 
her romance with Marty Lewis, the lifeguard, have their healing effects. Betts 
realizes her own problems are not the only ones in the world and in her new under- 
standing of others, helped along by the attention Marty pays her, Betts easily 
blossoms into a promising young lady. A facile, romance-geared settlement here, 
however, tends to throw the problem perspective off balance by making minor ones 
big and the bigger ones unrealistically curable. (4/16. LC: 56-6832) 


Scharbach, Alexander Dodd, Mead 
THE GOLD RACE $2.75 


A simple story of 1849 starts in Independence, Missouri, and ends in Cali- 
fornia where Joey and Pete, brothers in their teens, have come to meet their destinies. 
Pete, the older one, is fired with an uncontrollable zeal to find gold. It was he who 
persuaded their father (now dead from cholera) to sell their Philadelphia belongings 
and head west, to the partial dismay of Joey who is willing enough to help but doubt- 
ful of the wisdom of it. During the trek out, the two brothers begome almost good 
o friends. But in California, Pete's fanaticism goads him to the point of selling 
Joey's pony for the help the money will bring. When it is Joey who finds gold, Pete 
must go off to find the pony again before he can face his conscience. (4/16. LC:56-5345) 
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Annixter, Jane and Paul Holiday House 
THE RUNNER $2.75 


Polo pony raising and training in Colorado is the) background for the story of 
Shadow, a boy, and a really fine horse, the Runner. Shadow, who is recovering from a re- 
cent attack of polio, limps and is often overcome by the weakening after effects of the 
disease, This and his differences with his Uncle Nathan, who thinks Shadow's dreaminess 
is only a sign that he is becoming a wastrel like his dead father, are complications in 
the more primary elements of the book- the Runner's training, the buying and selling of 
other ponies and the Runner's loss and final recovery. When the Runner is found Uncle 
Nathan and Shadow have also found each other. (4/15) 


Gilbert, Kenneth Holt 
WOLF DOG VALLEY $2.75 


Trouble at Tamanawos National Park in Washington starts with an avalanche that 
kills an old miner, Jake Kroll, but leaves one of his Alaskan wolf hounds, Kloshe, alive 
to become a hero of the book. Young Jerry Prentiss, who had liked Kroll, wonders about 
the avalanche and about his ranger father's problems with Hannaford, a lumberman. Some 
of Hannaford's land, not strictly necessary to him, would make a good additional park 
site. Hannaford‘'s courier, Jeff Marvin, is the fly in the ointment. Before it is proved 
Jeff wanted Kroll's mines there are tense moments when Hannaford's grandson is lost and 
Jerry and Kloshe perform a double discovery that helps close the land deal. Rudimentary. 
Pictures by Charles Geer. (4/2,10:56-6227) ; 7 : 


Lane, Frederick A, | | Holt 
NAT HARKINS, PRIVATEERSMAN | $2.75 


As a boy of 13 in Boston in 1775 and the brother of an imprisoned Continental 
soldier, Jeremy Harkins, Nat's existence is made precarious by Tories and the terrorist 
Liberty Boys. Unable to live an open life Nat leaves his Aunt Abigail and goes off with ca 
a friend, Israel Boone, who had sailed with his father, to join in the off coast privateer- 
ing. Growing in battle experience and sea wisdom, Nat finds himself within a few months on 
John Paul Jones' Bonhomme Richard. He goes with Jones to England for the famous battle 
with the Serapis and to recover Jeremy from a prison hole in France and when they return to 
Boston the boys have the realization of Jones and the colonies that they have only just be- 
gun to fight, Elementary, Illustrated by Clifford Schule, (4/?.1C:56-6230) 


Archibald, Joe | Macrae-Smith 
FULL COUNT $2.75 

A baseball story sets the pitch for Larry Kilmer, a pitcher who goes from the 
minors to a triumphal year in the majors in spite of a bad arm and a crooked manager. 
Breem, Larry's manager in the minors, is gunning for a big job with the Metros and his 
show off tactics all but ruin Larry's arm. Fate presents Larry then with a chance in the 
Quakers, another big league team newly managed by Gorman, formerly of the Metros and now 
usurped by Breem, The Quakers beat the Metros in a decisive game and Larry gets Gorman's 
daughter into the bargain, (5/?.10:56-6183) 


Duncan, John McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey 
DOWN THE MAST ROAD $2.75 


A story of New England in 1775 bravely and stoutly portrays a boy's part in an 
incident which had its bearing on the beginning of the U. S. Navy. Obie Merritt, whose 
father has already gone to sea, is asked by Major Twombly to take his oxen and help drag 
a huge tree from one of the Major's New Hampshire properties down to Durham where the tree 
will be used for a mast, Obie is fourteen and anxious to work and prove himself. His own 
self confidence, a bit too big as is Obie himself for his age, trips him up during the haul, 
but he learns from his stumbles and is able to shoulder the responsibility for an accident 
and, along with the mast he has helped carry to the sea, joins the new United States Navy 
under John Paul Jones, Forthright. (4/17.LC:56-7557) 





















March 1, 1956 Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued 165 (J-59) 


Jackson, C. P. & O. B. McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey 
HILLBILLY PITCHER $2.50 





e--is Wilson Hadley, 15, and so he is derogatorily referred to by certain 
of his classmates after he comes from his home in the Great Smokies to go to a big 
eastern high school, Tri City. Thad Coin, Tri City's star athlete and pitcher, is 
the only one who really means bad business for Wilson. But Wilson, a sensitive type, 
takes Thad's remarks as an indication of the whole school's attitude towards him, His 
baseball abilities, which are as natural as Thad's, suffer until Steve, the team 
captain, Midge, a cheerleader and Coach Disher manage to draw out Wilson's common 
sense along with his good pitching technique. Active illustrations by Robert 
Henneberger. (4/17.10:56-7559) 


Ogilvie, Elizabeth McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey 
BLUEBERRY SUMMER $2.50 


A Maine author, Elizabeth Ogilvie has written her second book for the teen 
ages (see Whistle for a Wind) about Cass, 16, self conscious and irritated with the 
world, who must stay home on a seashore farm for the summer while her mother goes 
to care for a sick sister. During the summer Cass travels the road toward an under- 
standing of herself and consideration for others but unfortunately, her way is paved 
witha setof situations and characters that have been hewn to fit the path rather than 
revealed in their natural characteristics. There is sensible Adam who is going to be 
a doctor, the questionable Blackwell boys who turn out to be all right and the still 
more questionable summer guests, Jeff and Toby Marshall. Cass thinks they are brother 
and sister and falls in love with Jeff. But then a poaching case reveals Jeff as a 
frustrated artist turned petty thief, and Toby's husband as well. This information 
sets Cass right and running to Adam. (4/17.10:56-7565) 


Wells, Helen Messner 
INTRODUCING PATTI LEWIS, HOME ECONOMIST $2.75 


The things that happen to bright, personable Patti during her first year as 
a home economist include a change of jobs from a Chicago electric kitchenware firm -to 
a downstate flour mill as their test kitchens' supervisor. It is at Mid-West Flour 
Mills that Patti meets young Jim Wheeler, who is just starting to take over the business 
from his father. She also meets a set of problems. First there is the antagonizing 
sales manager, Feist, who thinks women are no good on the job. Then there are the 
Guthries, in particular Grace, who want to merge Mid-West with their own mills and 
they get Feist on their side. Patti manages a stall off long enough for Guthrie's 
deviltry to reveal itself in an undercutting of Mid-West prices, and to see herself 
firmly in the good graces of Jim who wants a working partner as well as a wife, 
Roses with the biscuits. (4/16.LC:56-6797) 


_MacKaye, Loring Nelson 
THE GREAT SCOOP $2.75 


ceeeis a young journalist's story of Custer's last stand. The narrative, 
which brings Jon Olson to Bismarck,is both brisk and serious as it delves into the 
politics and principles of the case. With some will power Jon leaves his Dakota 
prairie home convinced that the "cutting edge” of western progress lies in the city. 
And he is a fortunate boy. On the train he meets Colonel Lounsberry who owns the - 
Bismarck Tribune and who invites Jon to go to work for him. Jon's life as a printer's 
helper and cub reporter is full; he hears about Bodie who runs guns to the Sioux, 
he is vastly impressed by Mark, a senior reporter, he makes friends with the Gunlachs 
and their daughter Louisa. When the Custer fiasco cooks up and boils over, Bodie's 
bullets have killed both Mark and Louisa's father but Jon has his story and now 
Louisa. Not a particularly deep probing of questions that must ultimately be raised 
in connection with the whole issue as symbolized in Custer, but a hearsy hardworking 
look at early journalism. (4/20.LC:56-6465) 


Sprague, Rosemary Oxford | 
HEIR OF KILORAN $3.00 


Another smoothly written historical adventure by Rosemary Sprague (see 
I iii maciemanitiatianaaeiminaiinias 
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A Kingdom to Win, Heroes of the White Shield, etc.) spreads across the Scotland, France 

and Italy of Medici times and untangles a family mystery that has its international ram- 
ifications. Percy and Ronald are grandsons of the MacNeill of Kiloran who had banished 

his son, the boys' uncle, as heir. When the boys set out to trace their uncle's French Bd 
marriage and later disappearance, their search leads to Italy where Percy falls in love 
with Gioia, the Duke of Mantua's adopted daughter. Gioia in turn has been wondering 

about her origin, her abandonment when she was weeks old. Events are unfolded in the at- 
mosphere of Marie de Medici's marriage to Henry of Navarre and they reveal Gioia, the 
daughter of the Marechale de Guise and the MacNeill son, as the real heiress of Kiloran. 
She and Percy plan to marry and there is a happy future for them in Scotland. Well detailed 
in time and place. (3/29,.LC:56-6750) 


Lewis, Elizabeth Foreman Winston 
TO BEAT A TIGER $2.75 


A writer whose knowledge of China through the years has dominated her work tells 
a vivid and at times excruciating story of survival in Shanghai during the worst years of 
the Japanese occupation. in China. Three boys from different parts of the country join 
forces in their attempt to eke out a living of crafty scavengers until some salvation comes. 
Yen, a scholar's son from a happy Nanking home, becomes their leader at 15 or 16. Wang was 
a farmer's son from Foochow and Tu, a porcelain apprentice from Kiukiang, and they all meet 
after they and their families have fled to the treaty port of Shanghai, the only refuge 
in an invasion-gutted country. The three are joined by some other boys and become one of 
Shanghai's many gangs whose sole objective is to find enough food to keep alive. Their 
plans for doing this and the inter-gang relations that rule the plans are paramount and 
sharp characterizations form a lasting picture of a hellish existence. But in the back- 
ground as a distant hope is Yen's friend, a Foochow river captain who owns a junk. When 
the chance comes for the boys to be taken on the junk to the south where the National 
Government has been left with the vestiges of China, it seems almost anticlimactic, but a 
tiny hope for the future is there. Throughout, especially in conversations where the Com- 
munist doctrine enters the picture, sympathies are clearly aligned with the Nationalists, & 
whose policies are not so well examined as their enemies'. One wonders at the wisdom of 
this, but despite the shortcoming, the story alone is holding. Illustrated by John 
Heuhnergarth. (4/16) 


de Leeuw, Adele & Cateau World 
SHOWBOAT'S COMING! $2.75 


Light romance cum dramatics unfolds itself on a summer cruise on the Ohio River 
which a group of drama students from Balfour College take on Cap'n Jesse Tate's modern 
showboat Dolphin. Principal characters include Lois, a first year student who is more 
interested in costuming and production than acting, and Ned, a born actor who wants to be 
a historian. Ned and Lois are also quite interested in each other. But the path of true 
love does not run smoothly and several incidents- the productions themselves, the flirt- 
ations of Winnie, the disrupting actions of an irascible engineer, the capture of thieves, 
etc.- intervene before Ned and Lois get together and really understand each other. The 
narrative is bursting with repartee and if one likes a sustained mood of joking and being 
at one's best, at least in books, the reading is pleasant. (4/16. LC:56-5735) 





TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


: Challenge Books- Coward-McCann 
BATTLE AGAINST THE SEA $1.95 


This is the first in a new series of books designed to show how people of dif- 
ferent countries have dealt with the problems peculiar to their regions- in this case, the 
Dutch and their dikes. Patricia Lauber is general editor for the series which will include 
three new titles in August on the Eskimos, the Rhone valley and North India. Until the 


Lauber, Patricia 





full extent of the series is indicated we will continue to list each book separately by - 
author...This one in particular outlines the history of Holland, briefly and with sole 

reference to its relations with the ocean. The broad outlines of Earth's climatic trends 

. are traced and we see how the dunes were created and how the Frisians came to live on them. 
Roman dikes follow and then with the balance, the greater part of the book, the accent is 

on the present and the terrific fights the Dutch have had to put up against such disastrous 
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storms as the one in 1953. Human and mechanical angles are explored and much is made of 
the heroism and effort involved in the struggle against the awful floods as well as the 
actual paperwork and planning for the elaborate pumping and dike systems which have also 
taught much to the rest of the world. FEmotionalized but informative. Illustrated by 
Donald Pitcher. (4/?.10:56-7097) 


Berrill, Jacquelyn Dodd, Mead 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER, MAN OF MERCY $3.00 


Though this is not as complete or as sensitive a record as Jo Manton's The 
Story of Albert Schweitzer (Abelard-Schuman, 1955), it has its own stature as a faith- 
ful record of a man about whom it is all but impossible to be controversial. The 
familiar, remarkable events of his life are quickly but efficiently sketched and with a 
minimum of the kind of sentiment that would undermine such an account. Sometimes the 
generalizations about him and his work are stated rapidly, without the more careful 
consideration that would give a needed accuracy to the growing Schweitzer legend. For 
instance we are alerted to his break with traditional missionary concepts and hence, 
part of his reason for going to Africa as a doctor, but a fuller explanation of what 
he meant by liberal Christianity would have been welcome. At all times, however this 
is a warm direct portrait. (4/27.LC:56-5188) 


Cantwell, Robert Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS AMERICAN MEN OF LETTERS $3.00 


There are some twenty American men of letters briefly and sometimes penetrating- 
ly portrayed in this collection of sketches which ends with a last chapter on the moderns- 
Dreiser, Dos Passos, Hemingway, Faulkner, etc., as a whole. Others include Cooper, the 
creator of the first national American hero; Irving, the wit and historian; Emerson and 
Thoreau and the differences between their ideas and those of the other transcendentalists; 
Prescott, the blind historian; socialist London and his man in the wilderness, etc. 
Biographical material and its tie-ins with the writings has been included too. Some be- 
lieve that the reading of these thumbnail sketches deter students from the main works of 
an author as an easy way out. Care should be used to see that they supplement rather 
than supplant the writings themselves. (4/16. LC:56-7418) 


Douglas, John Scott Dodd, Mead 
CAVES OF MYSTERY $3.00 


An efficient, readable and fully rounded book on spelunkers and speleology 
through history and present day activity brings together much of the information con- 
tained in many of the recently published adult books and adds some new material of its 
own. The work of well knowns in the field- Cadoux and his record descent in the Pierre 
St. Martin cave in 1953; Edouard Alfred Martel as the father of modern speleology; 
Casteret and the aid contributed by Tailliez and Cousteau from an allied field. A thorough 
going over is given to American caves too- from the Mammoth Caves and the Carlsbad Caverns 
On to smaller ones, with close attention paid to geology erd geography and the meaning of 
caves in earth's formation. Cave life as it was centurie= ago is briefly but sharply 
glimpsed in a chapter on the European cave paintings and their discovery, and a note on 
how to spelunk as a hobby rounds out a satisfying survey. (5/?.10:56-6923) 


Malkus, Alida : Doubleday 
THE SEA AND ITS RIVERS $2.75 


An author of a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction for the teens (see 
Colt of Destiny, Little Giant of the North, The Story of Louis Pasteur, etc.) turns to 
the sea and marine life for a competent introduction to oceanography. Topics are covered 
in an easily read and often colorful narrative style and include, in this order, general 
remarks on the sea and a typical prospecting trip from Woods Hole; plant life in the 
depths; the information divers (from aqualung to bathyscaphe) have secured; the origin of 
earth and its oceans; the large sea currents- along with weather, waves and ice conditions 
that act upon and are acted upon by them; and what we know of animal life from the shore 
line out to depths of six miles. Facts presented are not always rounded. For example only 
one theory of Earth's origin- that it was another body which came in and entered an orbit 
around the sun- is given. But the broad outlines of ocean life through time and space 
are here to stimulate interests. Illustrated by the author. Jo Le Ge (5/3) 
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Leach, Maria Funk & Wagnalls 
THE BEGINNING: Creation Myths Around the World $3.50 


By the author of The Soup Stone, a collection of folktales for the teen ages 
and the editor of Funk & Wagnalls' Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and Legend, 
this anthology of creation stories shows a deft choice from wide variety, with sensitive re- 
telling and scholarly reference to the connections between their basic themes and science 
itself. An introductory chapter familiarizes us with theories of creation from Greek 
philosophy to Einstein. Then, going on to the myths one realizes what a short distance 
there is between the core of science and the core of mythology where each seeks to know 
how things began and to explain reality. The myths, many of them taken from recent cultur- 
al anthropology collections, also show how differently they function. As translations and 
selections have been careful, they make interesting reading. (4/20.10:56-7775) 








Knopf 
THE SCREAMING GHOST $3.00 


A collection of American ghost stories have a modern note as all of them, despite 
the dates of their origins, are connected to some accessible or recent event. There are 
about twenty short stories, some only two or three pages long. As one reads a certain 
light and brittle quality heightens spookiness and there is a swift flow of event in each 
brief narrative:- of a present day sighting of the screaming ghost of Angeline Tubbs in 
Saratoga Springs; of Lavender, an elusive beauty of the Ramapo Hills who goes on a date 
with two college boys; of the drowned party goers on Last Island near New Orleans, whose 
figures are still to be seen riding a merry-go-round. Eerie drawings by Irv Docktor il- 
lustrate the tales. (4/16.10:56-8953) 


Eaton, Jeanette Morrow 
THE STORY OF ELEANOR ROOSEVELT $3.95 


Eleanor Roosevelt's biography is told with goodly amounts of detail and sympa- 
thy and makes the most of her position as the best kind of wife for Franklin Delano e 
Roosevelt as well as that of an independent woman and different worker for world under- 
standing. An on-the-scene narrative recreates her childhood and youth in a way that clear- 
ly presents the problem of her shyness and hesitance with people and which forecasts the 
seriousness with which she was to take life. Much of the career of Franklin Roosevelt is 
outlined too from the part Mrs. Roosevelt played in it- from wife and mother to campaign 
consultant. We see not only the life of a president and his wife, but something of the 
life of a country. But, sympathetic, at times verging on the sentimental as this is, it 
presents a rosy portrait of an era which a more objective approach might have strengthened. 
The final impression is of disappointment in the completeness of the record cf a remark- 
able woman. Illustrated with photographs. (4/16.LC:56-5701) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Carmer, Carl 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Archibald, Joe- FULL COUNT Macrae-Smith 
Chandler, Ruth F.- TOO MANY PROMISES Abelard-Schuman 
Lewis, Elizabeth Foreman- TO BEAT A TIGER Winston 
MacKaye, Loring- THE GREAT SCOOP Nelson 
Wells, Helen- INTRODUCING PATTI LEWIS, HOME ECONOMIST Messner 
Beecroft, John- Fd. Doubleday 
KIPLING $7 250 


* The almost ideal opening wedge to Kipling in extensive doses is this excellent 
anthology. Almost it would seem to be directed to a younger audience including as it does 
the whole of Kim, a great deal from the Just So Stories, Puck of Pook'’s Hill, the Mowgli 
stories from The Jungle Books, and a more than generous sampling of Kipling's verse and e& 
short stories, largely those with the Indian background. His own unfinished autobiography 
helps place his writing intimately in relation to his life. A goldmine of engaging recall 
which may stimulate a new Kipling audience. (Full report p. 136. 4/19.LC:56-6647) 
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Rau, Santha Rama Harper 
REMEMBER THE HOUSE $3.00 


This author's first novel turns home to India for the story of a young 
woman's choice of a way of life. The educated daughter of a brilliant lawyer, Baba 
still thinks of her grandmother's country house as home when she meets an American 
couple who inject a new set of ideas. Their enthusiasm and convictions about ro- 
mantic love are contagious and Baba, for awhile, turns down her eligible suitor until 
home ties in their own good time prove the stronger. With attention to detail and 
authenticity and a central theme of a strenuous cultural exercise, this creates its 
own interesting atmosphere. (Full report on p. 135. 4/11.LC:55-10715) 


Hersey, John Knopf 
A SINGLE PEBBLE $3.00 


* The story of a journey in time takes a young, sensitive American engineer 
up the Yangtse River by junk to see for himself where a dam could.be built. To an 
American the preposterousness of delays, the indifference of the Chinese to the 
human element even when it involved death, all add up to something more vital than 
hurry and the miles of hydro-electric promises ahead. Against the saga of the journey 
the story is slight and there is left only the faint hope that time would find the 
answer and that superstition and dedication to the past must change. A short book 
and a memorable reading experience. (Full report on p. 133. 4/10.10:56-7209) 


Myers, John Myers | Little, Brown 
DEAD WARRIOR $3075 


A better-than-average western tells of Carruthers, a man who stayed behind 
when a stampede left Three Deuces empty, to become the owner of the mail coach and 
horsese Quick and fast action winds up at another strike, Dead Warrior, and the 
story goes through the rise and decline of a gold strike town. Carruthers sees the 
coming of law and order, loses one girl and rides out on another whose ideas don't 

Po jibe with his. A natural next move from the Wyatt Earp yarn. (Full report on p. 
136. 4/17-1C:56-5925) 


Sneider, Vern Putnam 
A LONG WAY FROM HOME $3.50 


Eight short stories by the author of The Teahouse of the August Moon, con- 
centrate on scenes and tales from Korea, both military and civilian. Among the themes 
are a hashish-spurred Red Army soldier, a Korean's discovery of courage and loyalty 
through an American buddy, etc., and all have a popular touch and offer ingratiating, 
straight story-telling. (Full report on p. 135. 4/25.10:56-6495) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 





Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Berrill, Jacquelyn- ALBERT SCHWEITZER: MAN OF MERCY Dodd, Mead 
Cantwell, Robert- FAMOUS AMERICAN MEN OF LETTERS Dodd, Mead 
Carmer, Carl- THE SCREAMING GHOST Knopf 
Leach, Maria- THE BEGINNING Funk & Wagnalls 
Bolte, Charles Beacon Press 
THE PRICE OF PEACE $2.50 


A literate and reasonable plea for disarmament presents the broad outlines 
for such a plan on an international scale as- full inspection, the diminishing of 
security restrictions and the placing of national safety in an international body. 
Arresting and set apart from similar theories, Mr. Bolte's plan includes a call to 
abandon hypocrisy and decide whether or not disarmament is what we really want. Going 

ahead on this basis, the examination of conditions that would favor general disarmament 
is made in full awareness of their improbabilities and supposed impracticalities- from 
the deadlocks of the cold war to the problem of a de-militarized economy. The end and 
thoroughly convincing result is that rationality is the only safe and sane way open 
to us. A short, readable book that may reach the wide audience it needs. (Full report 
on p. 146. LC:56-7173) 
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Dutton 
THE GROWTH OF A NATION $5.95 


Some 300 photographs and maps with almost 50,000 words of text comprise a color- 
ful history of our country since colonial times. The text skillfully amplifies the pic- . 
tures, making a book helpful for come-latelies to American history as a good visualization 

of significant developments. (Full report on p. 153. 4/27.1C:56-5258) 


Brooks, Emerson 


Farrar, Straus 
THE RIGHT TO KNOW $4 .00 


A personal credo by the former general manager of the Associated Press covers 
the news world and its practices through history and for the present day. Principally 
concerned with the use of news by governments, he outlines his theses- that propaganda 
is bad and that truth is good- through pertinent and readably expressed references to 
notable trends and events. A firm guide for the trade, this is written interestingly 
enough to draw in lay and student audiences as well. (Full report on p. 118. 4/2. 


LC 356-5754 ) 


Rovere, Richard Farrar, Straus 
AFFAIRS OF STATE: The Eisenhower Years $4.50 


Cooper, Kent 


* An excellent definition of the present administration in Washington results from 
this collection of Mr. Rovere's articles which have appeared during recent years in the 
New Yorrer. Full portraits of men and affairs, for example of the circumstances surround- 
ing the choice of Eisenhower as candidate, of Dulles' hopes for the job as Secretary of 
State, of Cohn and Schine as comic inguisitors, etc., emerge from this. Journali of the 
highest order. (Full report on p. 111. 3/23.10:56-6153) 


Parson, Nels A., Jr. Harvard University Press 
GUIDED MISSILES IN WAR AND PEACE $3.50 


2 A technical briefing on the latest of weapons covers the importance of this 
aerial robot device and explains its purpose as well as its construction. History, aero- 
dynamics, anti-guided missile developments are discussed in the light of the costly race 
for national defense and in terms that make it possible for the non-expert to have an idea 
of how they function. (Full report on p. 112. 3/23). Illustrated. 


, Corwin, Edward S. New York University 

t+ Naew/ THE PRESIDENCY TODAY $3.00 

A survey of the nature of the executive office covers the actualities and po- 

tentialities of both legislative and historical origins and evolutions. The nature of 

executive power as propounded by early philosophers is discussed and there are dramatic 
characterizations of how the presidency has been carried out in particular circumstances. 
The result is a much needed assessment in which the flexibility of founding laws is bound 

to impress. “(Full report on p. 144. 3/26.) 


PARENTS AND TEACHER 


Hechinger, Fred M. Macmillan 
AN ADVENTURE IN EDUCATION: Connecticut Points the Way $3.75 


This analyzes a report made by the Connecticut Fact-Finding Commission on 
Education in a state wide survey made by local citizens on the equipment of schools, aims 
of the system and the quality of teaching. While based on Connecticut the findings are 
symptomatic of the country and in their range of encouraging and disheartening material 
all of them are important to a better understanding of the role of the citizen in modern 
education. Enlightening. Tie up with the Dreiman book, included in this section, in 
December-p. J-306-adult listing p. 845. (Full report on p. 64. 3/20. 1C:56-7304). # 
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Virginia Kirkus’ Service — x 317 West 4th Street 


March 1, 1956 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: Lenten Issue 
Edited by Dr. Roscoe T. Foust 
and Prof. Bernard Gilligan 


Norwood, Frederick A. Abingdon Press 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN CHRISTIANITY $3.75 


As the title indicates, this book by the Associate Professor of Church His- 
tory at Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois, is written to give the modern 
period in church history (since 1500) the emphasis it so often fails to receive in books 
and courses that give most of their attention to earlier periods. The Protestant heri- 
tage has been neglected, the author says, and this he helps to restore. He feels also 
that European church history has not been integrated with the broader panorama of the 
world stage, nor has Christianity been sufficiently related to the political, social 
and cultural environment in which it lives. This book attempts to destroy the popular 
illusion that religion occupies but one compartment in history. It emphasizes also 
the reunion and associations that comprise the modern Ecumenical Movement. The book 
is written in an informal style, is clearly organized, and will be found most helpful 
and rewarding by all who work and live within the Protestant tradition. (Publ.LC:56-5371) 


Wallis, Charles L.- Fd. ey Abingdon Press 
SPEAKERS' ILLUSTRATIONS FOR SPECIAL DAYS $3.50 


This book is described as "1,001 stories for church, school, club, business 
or profession." Since of public speaking, whether from pulpit or platform, there is 
likely to be no end, and little diminution, it is good to have a new collection of 
stories and illustrations not worn thin by too much use, and chosen at a higher level 
of good taste and discernment, than is often the case with such anthologies. The il- 
lustrations are arranged chronologically by the special days and seasons most widely 
observed in both civil and church calendars. Selected from a wide range of sources, 
they represent people from all walks of life, all stages of eminence and many different 
faiths. There are stories from both contemporary and classical drama, fiction and 
poetry; about renowned figures, both past and present; by or about prominent religious 
leaders and ministers. Anyone who speaks in: public should find this a most useful tool. 
(Publ. LC: 56-5373) . 


Finegan, Jack Association Press 
BEGINNINGS IN THEOLOGY $3.00 


* Here is a small book of great importance. It is written by the Professor 
of New Testament at the Pacific School of Religion, and is aimed at the layman who is 
beginning to realize that it is often an embarrassing matter to be theologically il- 
literate in a world in which even generals, scientists and psychologists are beginning 
to talk seriously about God. There is a new climate of thought in our time, when it 
is possible to consider God and Christ and the coming of Christianity more effirmatively 
than for a long time. To help meet the need, Dr. Finegan explains Biblical concepts of 
God, God in Christ, God's works and man's relation to God that have been difficult for 
most of us to comprehend. He gives cogent answers to the questions all men ask, such 
as "Why should religion have any mystery in it?" "How can any events in life be ‘ac- 
cidental' if God is ali powerful?" "How and why does God judge us now and after 
death?" <A minister's training is not needed for anyone to understand these matters, 
as the author explains them. It is a good book for “everyman.” (Publ. LC:56-5029) 
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Muehl, William Association Press 
POLITICS FOR CHRISTIANS $3.00 
Essentially a book on political policy and action, with a discerning analysis ie 


of all the ingredients which go to make up the complicated way of democratic life in this 
country. Myths are exploded, and half truths revealed for what they are, but there is a 
fine apologia for the political institutions of the U.S. which should be upheld and worked 
for in spite of the liberties, license, greed and corruption that are so easy to detect, 
and which are the results of defects inherent in all men. The true Christian, the author 
says, is as committed as God is to the welfare of all men in all phases of their existence. 
His only plea is that they address themselves to their task realistically. Therefore to 
keep religion and politics separate is not a live option. The only choice facing him is 
whether to relate his "real" religion to the social scene in a critical redemptive way 

or to refuse to do so and see a pseydo- religion sucked in to give authority without 
judgment to the demands of the State. This book should appeal to those who are trying 

to think through the vexing problem of "separation of church and state". (4/2. LC: 56-6443) 


Foster, Virgil E. Harper 
HOW A SMALL CHURCH CAN HAVE GOOD CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $2.00 


The title of this book accurately describes its contents. It is a handbook 
which points out the need for the best in Christian education everywhere and spells out 
the way a one, two, or three room church may meet these needs to best advantage. Some- 
times, the author reminds us, the small church has resources in close human relationships 
denied a larger church and since much in religion is caught, rather than taught, there 
should not be too much lament that the best in modern equipment and a room for every 
Class and age group is not available. Still, it is always possible to put to maximum 
and more efficient use the limited space that is available, and Mr. Foster proceeds to 
show how this may be done. This should be a most useful book to those who are concerned oo 
_ with religious education in a small church, and there are many such churches. The author, 
- now Editor of the International Journal of Religious Education was formerly the Director 
of Religious Education for the Congregational Theological Conference of Iowa. Here there 
were many small churches whose need and opportunity inspired him to write this book. 


(4/12. LC: 56-7208) 


Niebuhr, H. Richard Harper 
in collaboration with $2.00 
D.D. Williams & J.M. Gustafson 

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRY 


The Church and her ministry, no less than other institutions and professions, 
has been undergoing a serious searching of heart and self-examination in recent years, 
in the growing conviction that the “unexamined life is not worth living." This book 
on the nature and purpose of the church, the ministry and the theological school con- 
stitutes the first part of the report of the Study of Theological Education in the U.S. 
and Canada, under the leadership of the American Association of Theological Schools. 
Fully aware of the general confusion in Protestantism as revealed especially by wide- 
spread study of curriculum and teaching of the seminaries of the various Protestant 
Churches,~-- the result both of the weight of tradition and of the rapidly changing 
pressures of the world of men,- the book seeks to re-define the Church and its purpose, 
to describe an emerging new conception of the ministry, and also to point out signs of 
new vitality in the schools to meet the situation. The book does not seek to make a 
popular appeal, but those who are concerned with the effectiveness of the church in 
the modern world will find it challenging and stimulating,-- and more than a little 





disturbing. The chief author is the well-known Professor of Christian Ethics at Yale a 
Divinity School. (5/93 LC: 56-7026) 
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Stevenson, Dwight E. Harper 
PREACHING ON THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT $3.95 


The author, who teaches at the College of the Bible in Lexington, Kentucky, 
has written an admirable manual for the Protestant ministers who preach the word in 
saving power to this generation. It cannot be done, Dr. Stevenson reminds his readers, 
by the use of scattered texts or topical preaching. The whole message of the Bible 
in its sweeping power must be told and this can be done only by preaching single ser- 
mons on one book of the Bible at a time, especially the New Testament. By analysis and 
exposition he reviews each book in the New Testament, using freely the positive proofs 
of Biblical scholarship. "Our motivation is urgent," he says, “for until the Bible 
again becomes a living book, Christianity cannot become a living faith." This book 
should have a strong appeal to Protestant ministers who take their preaching seriously 
and desire to improve it. (3/28. LC: 56-6117) 


O'Reilly, Philip Holt 
1,000 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON CATHOLICISM $3.95 


This book is just that--1,000 questions and answers on almost every aspect 
of Catholic creed, cult and moral code. Addressed to non-Catholics as a means of clar- 
ification and to Catholics as a source of reference, the questions are divided between 
those asked out of curiosity and those asked in the spirit of objection. Some answers 
to the former are too brief; some to the latter are too glib. The material is other- 
wise satisfactory and highly informative. Better works of the same general nature are 
available. Imprimatur. (4/2? LC: 56-7727) 


Entralgo, Pedro L. Kenedy 
MIND AND BODY $3.50 


A short history of the evolution of medical thought by the Catholic rector 
and professor of the history of medicine of the University of Madrid, this volume is 
mainly a study of the history and significance of psychosomatic pathology. It combines 
historical, theological, philosophical, medical and psychological erudition in an ex- 
ceptionally clear and orderly manner and constitutes an original and undoubtedly valu- 
able contribution to medical and cultural history. It accredits Christianity with 
inspiring a genuinely psychosomatic pathology and maintains that through Freud the 
twentieth century has regained the possibility of a truly anthropological medicine. 
Theological in part, the work is not primarily a theological treatise. It will appeal 
to professionals and laymen alike who are interested in medicine, psychology, religion 
and cultural history. (Pub. LC: 56-5140) 


Wood, Ralph L.- &d. Lippincott 
THE CATHOLIC COMPANION TO THE BIBLE $3.95 


An impressive anthology carefully compiled to illuminate the reading of 
Scripture in a Catholic context, this book is divided into three sections respectively 
entitled The Nature, Value and Authority of the Bible, The Old Testament and The New 
Testament. It contains significant excerpts of uniform excellence and adequate length 
from the writings of renowned Catholic authors of every age. Quoted among others are 
such former giants as Jerome, Augustine, Aquinas and Newman and such brilliant lights 
_ Of today as LaGrange, Knox, DeLubac and Danielou. Vital problems and topics relating 

to the historico-psychological background, the theology, historicity, inspiration, 

interpretation and translation of the Bible are commented upon with the intellectual 
refinement and reverential depth expected. Of interest to all, especially to those 
who read- or would read- the Bible, this book would be particularly valuable for use 
in Catholic study clubs, high schools, colleges and seminaries. (4/18. LC: 56-6416) 
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Conze, Edward Macmillan 
BUDDHIST MEDITATION $2.50 
Another volume in the Ethical and Religious Classics of East and West series, ee 


compiled and edited by the vice-president of the Buddhist Society. He has made the out- 
standing documents available by translating them directly from the Pali, Sanskrit and 
Tibetan. An introductory essay deals with the meaning of Buddhist meditation, its range 
and principal divisions, and the relation of its methods and presuppositions to modern 
psychology. Dr. Conze has been teaching psychology for the last twenty years, so he is 
equally familiar with the ancient and modern approach to the problems of mental health. 
This book will attract those whose study of mankind leaves all doors open to the truth 
from whatever source it may come. (3/20) 


Hedley, George Macmillan 
THE MINISTER BEHIND THE SCENES $2.50 


This should prove to be a most useful book for clergymen of all Protestant 
churches who have been in the ministry long enough to need new stimulus. The good in- 
tentions of youth for a well-ordered life and productive ministry too easily fall 
prey to the pressures of life which tend to routinize it into various forms of expedi- 
ent and careless compromise. To such as these, Dr. Hedley speaks firmly but warmly of 
many things which an effective minister must learn to handle efficiently and well be- 
hind the scenes if he is to be at his best in public. Reading, recreation, devotions, 
sermon preparation, income, hobbies and many other matters are dealt with in a most 
engaging way. This book should challenge and help many a minister to find a new lease 
on life. The author is a Methodist, Chaplain and professor at Mills College, California. 
(4/17. LC: 56-7305) 


Phillips, J. B. Macmillan & 
NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY _ $2.00 


* In this book, the English author also of the popular New Testament translations, 
Letters to Young Churches, The Gospels, The Young Church in Action will add to his popu- 
larity as that rare writer who can speak simply of things profound and tell of things 
far away as if they were near. Indeed, the point he wishes to make is that the Christian 
religion may become a living, present experience, and that the Christ of long ago may 
become the saving, Living Christ of the here and now. He has valuable suggestions to 
make as to how this can happen, and it would be surprising if he did not persuade many 
a reader to put it to the test. Those who have read Mr. Phillips' earlier books will 
surely want this one too. (4/17. LC: 56-8203) 


Zaehner, R. C. Macmillan 
THE TEACHINGS OF THE MAGI $2.25 


This little book is a compendium of Zoroastrian beliefs, chosen and edited by 
the Spalding Professor of Eastern Religions and Ethics at Oxford. It is one of a series 
of books whose object is to place the chief ethical and religious masterpieces of the 
world, both Christian and non-Christian, within easy reach of the intelligent reader. 
This is done with the conviction that the world's great religions are not so far from 
one another as they seem. The three stages of man's approach or return to God are in 
essence the same in Christian and non-Christian teaching, the editors say:- an ethical 
stage, then one of knowledge and love, leading to the mystical union of the soul with 
God. Each stage is illustrated in the proposed volumes, and readers whose interest is 
in comparative religion should value the easy availability of "scriptural" material e 
from this series. (3/20) 
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O'Brien, John A.- Ed. Messner-Gilbert 
WHERE DWELLEST THOU? $2.95 


& Twelve prominent converts to Catholicism present their personal stories. The 
purpose is enlightenment and inspiration. Prologue and epilogue by Father O'Brien. 
Contributors among others include psychiatrist, Karl Stern; film actress, Lillian Roth; 
translator of the Old and New Testaments, Msgr. Ronald Knox; stage designer, Jo Miel- 
ziner. The style is popular but dignified, interesting and inspiring. Will appeal to 
Catholic readers and to non-Catholics interested in Catholicism or curious about the 
personalities represented. Imprimatur. (3/? LC: 56-6793) 


Hutchison, John A. Oxford 
FAITH, REASON AND EXISTENCE $4.50 


An invaluable book for all who wish to come to grips on a critical level with 
the important existentialist writers of our day. Hutchison, recognizing the tragic di- 
vorce between philosophy and religion in our present world, seeks to contribute to the 
re-establishment of communication between them. He reminds his readers that philosophy 
and religion have a common subject matter, both having to do with being-as-such, with 
the whole of reality. Their attitudes differ, however. The characteristic attitude 
of philosophy is that of inquiry, while the attitude of religion is that of devotion, 
faith and worship. The attitude of philosophy is one of question-answering. Thus “all 
philosophies have religious foundations and all religions have philosophic implications”. 
Tension is inevitable but there is no reason why it cannot be a creative rather than a 
destructive tension. Religion can contribute vision and imagination to philosophy as 
well as themes and problems for philosophic analysis. Conversely, philosophy can con- 
tribute to religion a sense of rational and critical responsibility. There are various 
methods by which the necessary task may be pursued, the method of authority, intuition, 

e rationalism, empiricism or the existential method. He chooses the latter, which is 

described as "a way of testing propositions by their conformity to facts encountered 
by human selves in active existence",-- the encounter of the whole man with the whole 
world. He applies his method with vigor and thoroughness, obviously at home with the 
great writers on this great subject who have preceded him. See the report on Cochran's 
The Existentialists and God on P. 177, this issue, for a good book to follow this. 
Hutchison's bibliography and further reading suggestions, too, are extensive and 
challenge the scholar. (4/19. LC: 56-5670) 


“ 


Bach, Marcus Prentice-Hall 
THE WILL TO BELIEVE 


An addition to the shelf of self help books in the field of "practical re- 
ligion" (the Peale school, might we say?). The thesis is:- if you will only believe 
a thing hard enough, it will be so. Or if you affirm something long enough, you will 
call it into being. Of course, he would have all men will to believe in that which 
is good, by which he means that which is good for them,- for one man's good may be 
another man's evil. This good ranges all the way from material which is found in the 
scriptures to the material things of life. "That which each reads in his scripture", 
he says,"is true for him because he wills to believe it." (This applies as well to 
the Koran as to the New Testament.) "I will to believe that Jesus rose from the dead," 
he writes. That makes it true for him. While this author is on the side of the angels, 
his method and technique work equally well for the devil's advocate. A dangerous theory. 
There is a large market for this type of book among those who believe that God is 
within you, that man is in control, that all would be well with the world if you be- 
lieve firmly enough. (3/12. LC: 55-11374) 








-176- Religious Books March 1, 1956 


Graystone, S. M. Geoffrey Sheed & Ward 
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND THE ORIGINALITY OF CHRIST $2.50 


This is the first book on the Dead Sea Scrolls by a Catholic authority. A 
timely and scholarly volume, it tells the story of the discovery of the scrolls, indi- 
cates the present state of scholarship on them and the Judaic sect responsible for them, 
but sets out mainly to defend the originality of Christ and the thesis that despite re- 
lations and similarities there are enormous differences between the Qumran writings and 
the New Testament. It contains a convincing and vigorous refutation of Edmund Wilson's 
interpretation of the matter. Its thesis and argument merit the attention of everyone 
interested in the question and will be especially welcomed by all Catholics and many 
Protestants. (4/11. LC: 56-7732) 


Brown, Robert McAfee Westminster 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHURCH $1.00 


* This is the second volume of The Layman's Theological Library Series. In it 
the author sets forth with wit and wisdom the heritage, genius, and promise of the Pro- 
testant Church. This he does by a fresh exposition of the nature of the church as it 
is described in the New Testament, a vigorous, life-giving fellowship of believers for 
whom God is the source of all creative life because He is the true and only center of 
their common worship. Modern Protestants, he reminds his readers, have dissipated their 
rich inheritance too often by a "low" conception of the church and the demands Christ 
makes through his church for faithful obedience and witness. Partial allegiances to 
some phase of the whole truth has too often led to denominational rivalry which hinders 
the full work of the church. "Denominations," he says, "are not necessarily the work 
of the devil. But where a denomination assumes that it alone has the final Christian 
truth, there the cloven hoof is near and the air is full of sulphur." His wit is often 
"witty", as when he says, in commenting on some of the strong and vigorous Reformation 
music, which was nothing less than a reflection in human terms of the Lord God Almighty, 
that “they are a welcome contrast to 19th century chromatic fantasies and gospel jazz 
hymns. Praising God in three-quarter time is one of the most difficult of spiritual 
exercises.” Many laymen should read this book to their great profit. (4/23. LC:56-6172) 


Cochran, Arthur C. Westminster 
THE EXISTENTIALISTS AND GOD $3.00 


A challenging book, in which the author, Professor at the Seminary of Dubuque 
(Iowa) University has set for himself the strenuous task of examining the Existentialism 
of our day, especially as it has been set forth by the religious existentialists, because 
he believes that in.their work lies a threat to a true Christian theology. These men 
are no less formidable a company than Kierkegaard, Jaspers, Heidegger,Sartre, Tillich, | 
Gilson and ‘Barth. He explores the thought of each, and tries to show that in the minds 
of religious existentialists, God has come alive again. They claim new and sufficient — 
grounds for believing in God; that "religious existentialism constitutes a new faith in 
God which is contending for the souls of men both inside and outside the Crurch". In 
each chapter, the author sets down the Christian doctrine of God's being alongside the 
various existentialist conceptions of being. The being of God, he argues, is not known 
in the Neo-Thomist, Tillichian or Barthian systems, but in Christ, who is still the 
Truth and the Way, the eternal, personal, active being who is active in history over- 
coming non-being by voluntarily becoming its victim. While the general reader will find 
the argument difficult to follow, theologians and ministers who try to keep abreast of 
the best thinking in their field will find the book arresting reading. (4/23. LC:56-5105 ) 
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Hendry, George S. Westminster 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY $2.50 


There is no doctrine in Christian theology, as the author admits, which is 
so beset with difficulties and obscurities as the doctrine of. the Holy Spirit: "When 
we say Spirit, we mean life," he says, "whatever else we may mean, Life is the ultimate 
mystery, which defies reduction to a formula} we may point toward it and describe it 
but in the end it must speak for itself. If the Holy Spirit means the living action 

of God in the world, our formulations cannot hope to catch up with reality." Nonethe- 
less, Dr. Hendry proceeds with insight and humility to try to determine what must be 
the basic pattern of a Christian doctrine of the Holy Spirit. He does this by con- 
centrating on five basic problems: 1) The problem that arises directly out of the 
New Testament witness to the Spirit; 2) The problem of the relation of the Spirit 
and God--or the Trinitarian problem; 3) The relation between the Holy Spirit and the 
Church; 4) The relation of the Spirit and the Word, and 5) The relation of the Holy 
Spirit and the human spirit. Obviously at home in most of the significant writing 
that has been done on this subject, as witness his bibliography, the author has 
added deep insight of his own which all serious students of Christian doctrine will 
wish to read and study. (4/23. LC: 56-7371). 







































Knox, Olive | ee Map SL 7 Westminster 
MRS. MINISTER | $3.00 


This is an appealing story written by one of eight children born to a young 
Canadian minister and his wife at the beginning of the 20th century. The father be- 
came a minister largely because his wife wanted to:be Mrs. Minister, but they migrated 
to Western U.S. where he could be a homesteader and farmer too. Readers are privi- 
leged to share the joys and the sorrows, the friends and the gossips who made life | 
& lively and satisfying, if not rewarding in creature comforts. Finally, even Father 
is persuaded it might be better to go back to Canada and give all of his time to 
ministering, and mother is supremely happy at the prospect. Though their ties with 
the states are strong, they are reconciled to breaking them with the thought that 
one of their men-children was born there, and that he alone of all the family could 
quality as President of the U.S. The book makes pleasant reading; it is a "family 
book." (4/23. LC: 56:52k8) 


Loew, Cornelius Apa | ‘Westminster 
| MODERN RIVALS TO CHRISTIAN FAITH $1.00 


* Another volume in the new Layman's Theological Library series, of which 

Robert McAfee Brown is editor. In his introduction, he reminds the reader that the 
injunction to love God "with all thy mind" necessarily involves the layman in theology. 
If he refuses to think through his faith, he simply settles for an inferior theology. 
The "Library" will attempt a fresh exploration of the Christian faith and what it can 
mean to contemporary man. In this volume, Dr. Loew examines various rivals to the 
Christian faith, and indicates many of the ingredients which must replace these rivals. 
The chief ones are science, democracy and nationalism. He reveals their weaknesses 
and dangers when they become idols in the minds and hearts of men. The rivals exist 
not only outside the Christian faith, but even more dangerously with Christian faith. 
He examines carefully the so-called return to religion, and gives special attention 
to the "peace of mind" and "positive thinking” cults, which he says "puts man in the 
driver's seat, rather than God, and results in either sanctioning our secret ideals, 
or clothing them with tattered remnants of Christian faith". This trenchant book 

Qe seeks to remove excesses and current distortions of the Christian faith. This it 

| does with a vigorous forthright style which recommends itself to a wide reading. 
(4/23. LC: 56-6173) 
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Miegge, Giovanni Westminster 
THE VIRGIN MARY $3.50 


Protestants are more and more becoming concerned about the cult of the Vir- 
gin Mary in Roman Catholic practice and theology. In a day when increasing numbers 
of Christians of all groups are longing and working for the reunion of Christendom, 
non-Roman Catholics view with alarm what they look upon as a grievous religious and 
theological aberration of the Roman Church, persistence in which will keep the 
churches apart, or even increase the gap. That their distress may be based on in- 
formation rather than prejudice Professor Miegge, a distinguished Italian scholar, 
has written this book, now made available in English. His plea, after a fair evalu- 
ation of all aspects, is that the Roman Church return to evangelical simplicity, and 
that the consideration of Mary be led back to the place that is legitimately conceded 
to it in the whole Christian Church. However, he sees few signs that this return is 
likely to take place and indeed fears that within Roman Catholicism Christianity- 
as it has been understood and practised through the ages- may surrender the field 
to a religion in which Christ is no longer the center of worship. This is a book of 
peculiar and special interest for all those to whom the modern ecumenical movement 
is of large concern. It is not directed to a Catholic market. (4/23. LC: 56-5884) 


Nygren, Anders Westminster 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH $2.50 


The author has long been associated with the Ecumenical movement of the = 
Christian churches as they seek to find a way of reunion. He seeks to advance the 
thesis that this unity will be carried forward if the thought of the inseparable 
unity between Christ and His church is illuminated and clarified. If the church is 
the Body of Christ, as most Christian denominations believe, on Biblican and theo- 
logical grounds, then it is simply a contradiction to speak about several churches. 
If the unity of the church is dissolved into a plurality, this means that the con- 
nection between Christ and the church is broken,- the church ceases to be the church. 
This contradiction between the unity which is grounded in the essence of the church 
and what we see in the church's actual situation has come more and more to be recog- 
nized in our generation as a contradiction that must be resolved. "...As Christ is 
& part of the Gospel and is its real content, and as the church, by reason of its 
unity with Christ, belongs also to the Gospel, new light falls on the unity that 
is sought." It is this light which the author seeks to make brighter by a cogent, 
Biblical exposition of the subject. The book will be important to all who share 
& growing concern that the church must be one if it is to be the church in the New 
Testament sense of the word. It is not an easy nor "popular™ book, but many will 
find it of great interest, clergy and laity alike. (4/23. LC: 56-7769) 
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No Must Books; No Surprises; Some You Can Build On 


The Shute name may override a disappointing yarn 1n BEYOND THE BLACK STUMP (Morrow) ; 
William E. Barrett offers another rather unusual novel, THE SUPDEN STRANGERS (Double- 
day); G.B. Stern merits a warm welcome from old fans with FOR ALL WE KNOW (Macmillan). 


March 24 


Stacy, Donald Ballantine 
THE GOD OF CHANNEL ONE Paper $.35: Cloth: $2.00 


Another swipe at a TV figure tells of Danny Dahl and his treacherous about- 
faces to his working staff. Through the story of Molly Hill, who has worked with 
him since his disc jockey days, he is shown as a guy who has come up from the begin- 
nings to be known as Mr. Television; who has - always through indirection - thrown 
the ball where he wants it to land; who has not flinched at the sacrifice of anyone 
in his show - or life - and who is paying off - to Molly. She learns, through all 
her loyalty, that, in spite of working for Dahl's best interests, he has completed 
the final double-double cross on her, and she still ends up thinking he has "grandeur". 
Must be a lapping-it-up public for this small disguisement. (LC:56-8165) 


March 26 


Gillon, Diana & Meir John Day 
VANQUISH THE ANGEL $3.50 


Israel's struggle to achieve statehood and this demanding, dedicated enter- 
prise is more than a background for the story of a marriage- that of Yoel Bar Ze'ev 
and Olivia, the British gentile girl he meets while studying in England. Olivia 
realizes that she is marrying Palestine as well as Yoel, but she joins fully with him 
in the common cause, and this first period together in a kibbutz is a nappy one. How- 
ever when they are sent on to Jerusalem, Yoel to work in propaganda and the underground, 
Olivia as a reporter, they have little time together and grow apart. Olivia's sensi- 
tivity to the fact that she is always something of an outsider and suspect is difficult, 
and she has an affair with Frazer of the British C.I.D. She breaks it off just as 
Yoel hears of it- but for the long months ahead, of the Arab siege and the city under 
shellfire, Yoel remains distant. Finally, with the armistice, she is able to re- 
establish contact and regain his love, and together they go back to the kibbutz.... 
Certainly not as dramatic a story as Joseph Viertel's The Last Temptation- but there 
is sincerity and sympathy. (LC:56-5978) 


April 5 


Babson, Naomi Lane Harcourt, rt 
ANOTHER SKY $350 


Report repeated from the August lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as 
follows: "A pleasant ugly-duckling romance, set in the early 1820's, of two cousins- 
Quincy French, the narrator, tall, gawky, sensitive, imaginative, and (she says) ugly, 
and Annis Profitt, beautiful, cold,religious. Annis inadvertently takes the love of 
Mr. Cushing, a young missionary about to go to the Sandwich Islands, from Quincy, but 
because of a broken leg misses the boat when her fiance leaves for his mission. When 
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well, she and Quincy set sail from New Haven for the South Pacific. Captain Mungo Clark 

is attracted to both girls, Annis for her beauty, Quincy for all other virtues, and Quincy 
is more and more drawn to him although she again feels that she is second to Annis in his 
heart. Upon arrival at their destination, Quincy finds that her missionary has already 
married an available widow; Captain Clark, not knowing this, sails off to trade in China; 
and Annis sets about a regime of religious dedication. Finally, after complications, Clark 
returns, loving Quincy, and there is a happy ending. A well-written woman's book- which 
should have a definite audience of that gender." Serialized. (LC:55-9375) 


April 12 


Davis, Harry Greenberg 
MY BROTHER'S WIFE $3.00 


Lonnie Chandler returns home to his brother Blair's farm to find Blair crippled 
after an accident, to learn that Felice- his brother's wife- has been running around with 
Buck Radway, and to pick up the pieces of his own, old romance with Jenny- only to realize 
that Felice excites him even more. A vindictive Jenny suggests that Buck and Felice had 
tried to kill Blair- and when Blair dies suddenly (he is poisoned)- he accuses Felice, only 
to be the victim of Radway's murderous intent. It is Jenny however who dies- and in dying 
confesses more than one guilt.... A "novel of suspense", sex is the combustible which keeps 
this compulsive if you're looking for a cheap thrill. (10:56-7977) 


April 27 2 


Slote, Alfred McGraw-Hill he 
LAZARUS IN VIENNA $3.75 95 


An intellectual thriller is a search; conscience is the goad and atonement a 
possible goal; while Vienna, after the war, where the Americas and the Russians share the 
ecccupation, is an effective background. Polite hostilities prevail and the Russians ("come a 





for coffee and vanish with vodka") are feared- so that Dr. Ernst Schleicher, an analyst, 

has no choice but to follow the directive of the Russian Bagroff who wants him to apply 

the methods of his brilliant student, Menaeleus, in restoring the memory of an amnesiac- 
Rorsche Rorsch will be another Lazarus- but so will Menaeleus- who was to have married 
Schleicher's daughter, Brigitte. But there are many unknowns in the past through which 
Menaeleus will rise up and walk again- and their revelation will keep Brigitte from her 
chance to escape it- with a young American- and return her to a different form of bondage.... 
An intricate, ingenious story for the Ambler audience- less sinister- but it plays a del- 
icate game of delayed truths and inevitable consequences with assurance. (1C:56-6970) 


le ee i I TR ee 


April 23 


Patai, Irene Random House 
THE VALLEY OF GOD $3.95 


A novel based on the prophet Hosea and his marriage to Gomer, daughter of 
Diblayim, the Healer, portrays the Biblical story of Israel's defilement and whoredom as 
a background to the disunion Hosea's dedication caused. Hosea, son of Beeri and Hael, 
bore the mark of Yahweh but there was no peace in his heart until he wed Gomer, who traf- 
ficked with the witch, Eltike, and who longed to know what was beyond the valley. Amos’ 
death passed the torch on to Hosea who spoke out against the practices that defiled his 
people, whose absences from home drove Gomer to Jonathan and later to the Temple to be the 
Ashtarte, where Hosea came to denounce the new king. Gomer's adultery is used to taunt 
him but Hosea turns it aside in the Bible's words "The word of the Lord did come to me, 
saying 'Go, take unto yourself a wife of harlotry'...." and Gomer, repelled by her ex- 
periences, returns to him. A first novel which explores the human side of these Old Testa- 
ment figures and carefully recreates a place and a period has its place in the current | 3 
revival of interest in the Bible. (10:56-5025) 
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April 25 





Mackersey, Ian Henry Holt 


POSITION UNKNOWN $3.00 





A plane is forced down in abandoned country in the mountains north of 
Wellington, New Zealand, and its survivors- the navigator and six passengers have 
been killed- try to stay alive in spite of impossible conditions- bitter cold and 
limited rations. A German girl has her baby and both mother and child defy the 
circumstances; one man dies in a gorge, three set out in a search party, hampered 
by the leg injury of one of them whom they finally must abandon; pneumonia claims 
one man, gangrene another- until finally those who have managed to outlast these hard- 
ships are rescuede... Cleancut and to the point, you can take your bearings from 
Lawrence Earl's The Frozen Jungle which used this same device earlier this spring. 


(LC:56-7726 ) 
April 26 


Selby, John Rinehart 
TIME WAS oecece $3.75 


In a sense this harks back to Island in the Corn and Starbuck:- the small 
town setting not far from St. Joseph, the haunting problem of possible illegitimacy 
and the sin of incest, the triangle that accepted the possibility of one man being 
in love with two women simultaneously, all this adds up to a novel in that tradition 
rather than the more recent psychological probing of The Man Who Never Changed (1954. ) 
But the years have given John Selby a surer touch in plotting his story, a deeper 
sense of the impact of place on peoplee Gossip- chiefly friendly gossip- might almost 
be considered the motivating factor that finally brings the issue to a head. Junior | 
& has been virtually engaged to Marie Crozat; but his father's will, tying his inherit- 
ance to the accomplished fact of his marriage to her roused a latent resentment which 
bore its bitter fruit. Marie, though we are told of her virtues, remains a some- 
what lay figure. Pauline, her dark sister, ruthless in pursuit of her goal, is much 
more vital. And Junior is caught between the two. The story holds interest to its : 
almost too fortuitous climax. And the brooding background of the town remains the } 
most telling facet of the whole. (1C:56-5722) 


April 30 


| de Mare, George Putnam 
THE EMPIRE $3.95 


"The Empire" is a large corporation, and this story of a few men in its 
promotion department, who are perhaps more absorbed by it than in it forms a first 
novel aimed at the market of Executive Suite. Whether it will pay as big dividends 
is doubtful....Carlyle, worldly and worn at 48, finds himself completely obsessed 
by Stella, a beautiful slut, and suicides just as he is to be the new director of 
public relations. Somers, a quiet, steady type, loses his wife when he has to have 
her certified in an asylum after their baby dies, and he drinks himself out of a 
job and is beyond salvage. Harwood, an opportunist, plays it too smart too fast- i, 
and he is checked just in time. Martin Brill, who had not originally intended to | 
spend his life with The Empire, overstays his young ideals and is caught as well by 
his love for April Tremaine, widowed by the war and unwilling to love again.... As 
you can see, there is not too much deskwork- this is largely the private lives of a : 
few grey flannel-suited men in intimate detail. Sex is a chief commodity.(1C:56-6488) 


ra Wylie, Philip Rinehart el 
TREASURE CRUISE And Other Crunch And Des Stories $3.75 


Those faithful familiars, Crunch and Des, who enliven the pages of the 
S.E.P. prior to book appearance, again chaperone their customers through Floridian 





-182- Fiction March 1, 1956 





waters along with more than one romance, Im the title story, which is almost novel length, 

a riddle in rhyme is the key to a sunken treasure and they are not only able to guide a 

Texan toward it- but also emancipate him from an overbearing older brother. There's the 
strenuous participation in a tuna tournament; the rescue of some plane crash survivors; . a 
Crunch' interference in Des‘ romance - and he is ticked off; a brush with smugglers; and 

the lesson taught a practical joker.,.. Assorted water sports - and cheerful entertainment. 


(LC:56-7481) 
























April ?? 


Boyd, Martin Viking- Reynal 
A DIFFICULT YOUNG MAN $3.50 


A fastidious, finedrawn and unhurried portrait of a large Anglo-Australian family, 
and particularly the disconcerting Dominic- the eldest of the many grandchildren- has much 
in common with the earlier The Cardboard Crown and is again a special form of social comedy 
observed from the vantage point of later years. Guy Langton tells the story of his older 
brother Dominic who resembled the portrait of a Spanish ancestor, the Duke of Teba, inherit- 
ed a medieval sense of honor along with pride and arrogance, combined a sombre, intense 
charm with a quixotic unreliability which led to frequent disgrace and disaster. And as the 
clan gathers, in its gregarious solidarity, there are the particular incidents in which 
Dominic figured and came off badly:-the rumored seduction of his aunt's housemaids; the sud- 
den termination of his schooling; the night he rode- overrode-his horse to his death; and 
finally the elopement with his cousin Helena on the day of her wedding to another man.... 
Mr. Boyd's story is in itself a slight one depending largely on the aura-not altogether of 
approval but rather of the exceptional- which gives the romantic Dominic a dark attraction. 
Special. (LC:56-7600) 


May 1 


Chute, B. J. Dutton 
GREENWILLOW $3.50 a 


This reveals a wholly new side of B. J, Chute from those revealed in The Fields 
Are White and End of Loving. I was baffled at first. Was this an allegory, a fairy tale, 
a satire? Perhaps it is a bit of each, The closest analogy I can find - this for defining 
& new market - is Sylvia Townsend Warner's Lolly Willowes.There's that undercurrent of 
pixie humor; that ability to make an unreal world real; that poking fun at accepted tradi- 
tions; that blend of superstition and native lore; that sense of beauty and the pulse of 
nature; that elevation of the aspects of good and dramatization of the aspects of evil in 
human nature. It adds up to a moment in time, bracketed by the coming of an unheralded 
pastor to the tiny congregation of Greenwillow, accustomed to the hell and damnation creed 
of the incumbent, and by his departure a year later, when the power of Satan had yielded 
a bit to a realization of the greater power of good in God. The months in between have 
focussed attention on the villagers largely in relation to the Briggs' family, from Gramma, 
who compromises with a wellworn conscience for the good of the household, down to the newest 
baby in the cradle. There are life and death, disaster and romance - but all recounted on 
a fey note that leaves one at the end sharing the Reverend Birdsong's "curious feeling" 
that the village really isn't there....Not everyone's dish, this. (Decorative line draw- 
ings by Erik Blegvad add charm.) (1LC:56«6310) 


) = ~ Wor 
7 | ib ac Is Random House 


DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER $3.95 


Having to do with life in the western Pacific Public Relations Section of the 
giant ComFleets command, this particularizes the liaison subtleties of one Ensign Max 
Siegel, Correspondent's Aide, whose activities often go far beyond the line of duty. For 
while he is rescuing impossible operations from wreckage, mostly on the island of Tulura, 
he is also wooing a descendant of Magellan, Melora Alba, whose father is not easily won ee 
Over by an American, Persuading the islanders to dress like islanders for a picture, 
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manoeuvering an Admiral into a popular figure, building up a "Joe Blow” character 
for local home papers, and unfouling other "think big" ideas of his exgec., - all 
accompany his pursuit of Melora, and her dream of a school house for her pupils. 
The peace that follows the bomb winds up his Naval duties and opens up a future 
with Melora. There's farce more than fun in the episodes, with the humor in the 
slickness of the situations and the absurdities of the characters, and it has a 
popular swing in its talk - and its sex. A good time to be had by (almost) all. 
(LC :56-6219 ) 


May 2 


Robinson, Frank Lippincott 
THE POWER $3.00 


A "superman" hunt is imposed on a Navy team in Chicago researching human 
endurance limits when one of the members, Olson, cracks up and dies and the group 
realizes some superior being is at work. Tanner is accused of Olson's murder, 
discovers there has been a permanent erasure of his whole past, and finds the clue 
in Olson's home town. From then on he is hunting Adam Hart, sure he is one. the 
team, and that the elimination of those on it will reveal his enemy. But Adam is 
a devious opponent, demanding all of Tanner's will and ingenuity even in the simple 
matter of keeping alive; Tanner's search brings him nearer until, with Adam Hart 
disclosed, Tanner realizes that the battle has been bitter because he too is one of 
the super race.... A suspense formula for an ingenious piece of mutation as well as 
morality. (1C:56-6413) 


Shute, Nevil rl | Morrow 
BEYOND THE BLACK STUMP °/'‘¥ $3075 


A good idea and bad execution - a disappointment for Nevil Shute enthus- 
lasts. Frankly, for this reader it had the earmarks of something written earlier 
in his career- and inadequately revised. The thread of plot is adequate enoughe but 
the dialogue, particularly the lame attempt to simulate middle class American speech, 
is amateurish and thoroughly annoying. Let's hope the English public wont accept 
it as authentic. (It must be comparable to an American dabbling in the Cockney 
idiom, and accepting it as legitimate Londonese.) The only factor in this novel that 
makes it worth while is the picture of life on an Australian sheep station, a pros- 
perous one, in West Australian terms, but devoid of every comfort the hero of our 
tale, an American geologist, would consider essential to living. Of course he falls 
in love with the beautiful daughter of the rancher - and she with the mental picture 
of American life created by the slick magazine advertisements and the Hollywood 
films. Her mother insists on a postponed decision until she has visited his family. 
And the windup puts into juxtaposition two sets of mores - and a reglization that 
they would not mix....Not enoughe (1C:56#6979) . 


May 3 


Barrett, William E. Doubleday 
THE SUDDEN STRANGERS $3095 


A warm and human romance set in contemporary New York, with overtones of 
special interest to the Catholic market. Dorinda Daly was a fabulously successful 
musical comedy star, but her private life was complicated by the problem of her son, 
Bart McBride, recently professional athlete, but now in New York, restlessly facing 
an uncertain future. She would like to see him safely married to the woman of her 
choice, Mary Norbert, aspiring young actress who didn't have the divine spark and 
was acting as Dorinda's personal secretary. But Mary overheard the plot- and her 
fences were up.- This is the story of how she and Bart met- of the issues on which 
true love was nearly wrecked- of the part played by Bart's newly discovered father- 
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of the threat of a sordid episode in Bart's past. That it is handled now and then on the 

brink of melodrama and again with a deliberate spiritual aura makes for occasional confu- 

sion of motive, but the central theme of the rocky road to romance is never wholly lost. 

And too few modern novels pursue that ever-popular road to a happy ending, as does this < 
one. (10:56-5581) 





May 3 


Bassett, Sara Ware Doubleday 
SOUTH COVE SUMMER $2.95 


Beloved Belleport revisited and the summer proves to be a time of satisfying 
accomplishment and resolution for (a) Donald Williston, a lawyer, once in love with (b) 
Sylvia- who had married a "foreigner" and has returned without him with her two children, 
one of whom (c) Hugo- is very disturbed and difficult and needs the help of (d) Judith. 
who teaches child education to parents. Don shares Judith's faith in the "little fellow" 
and before long Hugo is a changed child; news comes that Sylvia's husband has died and 
she is free for Donald; and there's someone waiting as well for Judith.... About as 
bracing as you might expect. (10:56-7652) 


May“7 4/2] 


Irving, Clifford Putnam, _ i 
ON A DARKLING PLAIN $3.75,45 3, 75 


eeee And “Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight”- from the Florida 
Keys to New York are a group of young people- Mike Donnenfeld, Pete Reed and Joe Macfarlane 
who had been friends at Cornell together some years back; Fletch whom Mike had once loved, 
Liz- with whom Macfarlane is now living, and Barbie, Macfarlane's sister, whom Pete is to 
marry.e It is Barbie who sends Mike down to get Macfarlane- he is running a shrimp boat 
and is unwilling to leave the freedom of this life- and Liz.e Once back in New York, he 
realizes that Barbie is miserable over the marriage to come- but forced into it because she 
is pregnant. Mike meets up with Fletch again- and Fletch is now "one of the lost ones”- 
wanton, unable to go back to Mike, unable to find satisfaction with another man. So that 
her death- in an accident- is a release; Barbie, injured at the same time, loses the baby 
and is free; and finally Macfarlane is able to return to Liz.... A first novel of chafed 
spirits which circulate in a climate of excess and'despair, this seethes with sex. The’ 
publishers however are promoting it. (LC:56-6490) 


May 8 


Stern, G. B. Macmillan 
FOR ALL WE KNOW | $3.50 


* A family saga, which carries one back in memory to the chronicles of the great 
sprawling Rakonitz family, and demonstrates again G.B.S.'s ability to ensnare one's ab- 
sorbed interest in people linked by accident of blood. The story is told by Gillian 
Aylesford, who belonged to the "failure branch”. But Gillian is no Greek chorus or 
~ anonymous narrator. She- as a personality- erupts continually on the stage she has de- 
signed for others of her "famous family". She's no rival of Bettina, outrageous in her 
utter and callous self glorification - but she seems fated to play in counterpoint. 

G. B. Stern is at her best in family quarrels and this affords her plenty of opportunity. 
This wont disappoint those of her fans who look wistfully back to The Matriarch and A 
Deputy Was King. = 
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Downes, Anne Miller Lippincott 
* THE CAPTIVE RIDER $3.50 - 


This continues the quiet, reflective approach used in the author's previous 
books - fie High Hills Are Calling (1951), The Pilgrim Soul (1952) and Speak To Me 
Brother (1954) - for the paths of Kathleen Bixby, Roger Parton, both of Craigsville, 
and Colin Kent, who comes there to learn the answer to his love. Kathleen's heart 
has been given to Roger since their childhood but Roger has too far to go, too fast, 
to stop for anything that will not materially advance him,- in this case the banker's 
daughter, Elsie, with whom he elopes. Kathleen, her parents dead, builds her life 
around teaching, financially secure with Roger's help, and is of service to him not 
only in his expanding business projects but in assisting in the cure of his daughter's 
stammering. But when Elsie follows Colin, who has painted her portrait, there is 
doubt in her mind about the rightness of what has been happening. Elsie's death and 
Colin's polio create another situation and give Kathleen the chance to refuse Roger's 
offer of marriage because it is Colin who has now won her devotion, while Colin, 
crippled and fearing the future, finds it hard to try his luck, until the hope of 
cure releases him. The contrast in lives and the happiness in giving, with “little 
people", in a selfless way, aim this toward a market seeking substance rather than 
sensation. (1C:56-6421) 


Henning, William E. Lippincott 
THE HAYCOTT ALBUM $3.00 


Henning's The Heller (published by Scribner in 1947) was a documentary of 
he juvenile into adult; this, the second novel of a painter, expands its horizons to 
encompass Other than the teen ager in the doings of the Haycott family. This consists 
of Martha, widowed for 16 years, her children - Cornelia, 22, Bertram, 18, and the 
youngest, Lucy: the doings involve the chances of Martha's getting married again; 
| Cornelia's pugnacious romance with Jack Cross; and Bertram's passion for motorcycles. 
Bertram is responsible for the loss of his mother's suitor - and good riddance to 
him - but fouls up when a second, and very eligible and understanding one comes along; 
Lucy kites out with a compatible teen ager and Bertram comes to terms when he realizes 
all the changes are not directed against him and that, in fact, he will benefit. 
This resembles the first in an understanding that, while realistic, is not always 
vital. (LC:56-6415 ) 


May 1 | 


Parker, Cornelia Stratton Putnam 
FABULOUS VALLEY $4.50 


Titusville and the story of the oil strike has long cried for a chronicler. 
This almost qualifies, though one could wish for fewer subplots, greater concentra- 
tion on oil as maker and breaker of lives. Yet it is there- even as Linda and her 
great, silent husband, Silas, push aside any concern about its possibilities; as 
Linda resents it when it comes between her and the one real love of her life; as 
young Davy sees it as the answer to a dream - and becomes its victim when wealth 
finds him unprepared for either its potentials or its dangers. Linda is the central 
figure, with her unvoiced aspirations, the tragedies of hershackled spirit, her need 
& to be wanted which betrays her. The book is overlong; some of the side excursions 
} weaken the central thread; but it does reveal one segment of the American scene with 
warmth and understanding and a sense of its drama. The author is still best known, 
perhaps, for her An American Idyll. (1C:56-6494) 
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Johnson, Sikes Little, Brown * 
THE HOPE OF REFUGE $3.50 





eoeeoedims and dies for Hamp Taylor in the time he prepares to face the trouble- 
making element that would drive him and his Russian wife from their hard won home. Real- 
izing that his small Texas town is antagonistic, trying to get allies against the coming 
showdown, Hamp takes his two little girls to neighbors and leaves his three year old son 
with another; he collects the "Judge" but the sheriff is too old and gets too drunk to 
help; preacher West promises to be with him and then there is Tamara to be protected on 
his return. And when the rag tail and bob tail of hoodlum come, Hamp attempts to put 
his case, West talks too, but nothing can disperse the ugly temper of the ugly men and 
Hamp, despairing and angered, shoots to kill but is killed himself. A web of present and 
past woven into the immediate events, this measures prejudice in terms of a home-town boy 
set apart by the people he knows and is a mood-making tale of the fight against it, with 
an effective quality to its telling. (LC:56-5929) 


May 22 


Polk, William T. Univ. of North Carolina 
THE FALLEN ANGEL And Other Stories $3.00 


A posthumous collection of short stories, some hardly more than sketches, offers 
a mixed lot- but small town southerners and lawyers make the most frequent appearance. 
Certainly the funniest deal with unreconstructed, unregenerate figures like Uncle Hal and 
Uncle Buck- Uncle Hal who had "grit in his craw" and was the bravest man in the Confederate 
Army- as he makes a quick run down of his sins before his death; Uncle Buck who spends his 
days and nights similarly- liquored up and gallivanting after women. There's a madam who 
performs a discreet service to save the state; an uneasy vigil on the night the "races 
were supposed to riot"; some local crimes- and courtroom scenes; a romantic rendezvous in 
which a girl attempts to save Aaron Burr- on the way to Richmond to hang; etc., etc. Many 
of the stories are in the North Carolinian idiom- and "savigorous” indeed it is, and while 
not important, they reenforce a pleasant talent. The short story audience is however at 
best a minimal market. 


Hargnove, Marion Viking 


THE GIRL HE LEFT BEHIND 17 $2.95 


The peacetime draftees and the sandbag volunteers will claim this as their 
bible - and demand that their women folk read it to learn what the Army is like- now. 
No, it's not as funny as See Here, Private Hargrove, but it has its moments. It's not 
really a novel, though a normal, boy and girl next door sort of romance gives it a kind 
of alibi in the direction of fiction. Let's call it a handbook of Army base training, 
the kind of men, how they talk, what they learn and how they feel about it. Some of the 
men you'll like, some you'll recognize, some you'll hope you wont have to know first hand- 
but all of them you'll believe. There are some wonderful bits of nonsense, and plenty 
of corn- or is it succotash they call it today? Anyhow, if you found a spot for Private 
Hargrove in World War II days, you'll put Andy Schaeffer up beside him. 
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March 21 


* Nolan, Jeanette Covert Ives Washburn 
| A FEARFUL WAY TO DIE $2.75 


Miss Lace White, honorary lieutenant of the state police, becomes an ap- 
pointee on the board of the Fairhaven Home for Boys and smacks into the death of 
philanthropist Charles Clarence. This keeps her connected with Sergeant Dundine, 
puts her in the picture of the Clarence history and lets her elbow into tracking 
down a prowler as well as a killer. A second wife, a dream - and Lace barks up the 
right tree. Frail. 


April 19 


Fisher, Clay Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BLUE MUSTANG $2.75 

¥ A 17, almost 18-year-old boy - Button Starbuck-and two Criollo horses add 
up to a win for a dash against time, villains, murder and robbery and touch on loyal- 
ties and a rough youth-to-man growing upe For Button is faced with the killing of 
his father and two brothers and the run from Dallas to Mason City, crows' flight 
175 miles, after they have evaded the men who would wipe out the proof to their 
rights to a small fortune; he makes it with a flourish - and with a gal. Flying colors 
here. (LC:56-7136) 


May 2 


®& Sterling, Stewart Lippincott 
DEAD RIGHT $275 


Gil Vine, pinchhitting at the Palms Plaza in Florida, heads right into the 
| middle of a murder accompanied by a wire-tap that threatens a VIP merger man and the 
hotel's reputation. Out for blood, he gets more in another killing, rings around 
| the local police and comes up with a case of double take for the crime and the killer. 
Fast talk and footwork in a flossy setting. (1C:56-6414) 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE DEMURE DEFENDANT $2.75 


This has a somewhat new slant for a Perry Mason yarn, for actually a whole 
case is built up on the lack of the corpus delicti and the illegality of using a 
confession secured while under drugs. Perry Mason believes his employer is guilty- 
and so does the reader, until a succession of circumstantial evidence breaks down 
and a whole new set of unprovable aspects are revealed. Perry Mason is almost hoisted 
on his own petard- but a twist of fate saves the day. (10:56-5052) 


May 3 


Scherf, Margaret Doubleday 
THE CAUTIOUS OVERSHOES . $2.75 


Father Martin Buell's Episcopalian (and non-allied) world is uproared by 
the discovery of a tramp found dead - of gas poisoning in a refrigerated freight car. 
@ His parochial duties do not always coincide with his hobby of sleuthing but pay off 
in the information that leads to a gas tax refund swindle, the identity of the dead 
man and a small town hubbub in Montana. Gossip rather than gospel for Father Buell. 


(LC 356-6537) 
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Garve, Andrew Harper 
| THE END OF THE TRACK $2.75 Zs 


' * Peter Mallory, forest warden and, father of three, but particularly solicitous 
of his adopted daughter Anne, will stop at nothing to protect her, particularly from a 
scandal in her parents' past which a blackmailer, Gill, and his accomplice, Parker, revive. 
The police muff the payoff rendezvous and when Gill is killed and Parker disappears- 
Mallory becomes their suspect and he is forced to act alone.... The environs- a forest fire 


and some trees which are not seen for the woods contribute to a believable, vulnerable 
suspense situation, Accomplished, (L1C:56-6046) 


REPRINTS For April 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Black, Thomas - MILLION DOLLAR MURDER Short, Luke - HIGH VERMILION 
Carr, John Dickson - THE THIRD BULLET Trimble, Louis - CROSSFIRE 


(Each $.35) 


Neider, Charles - Ed.- MAN AGAINST NATURE Waldo, Myra - THE ROUND THE WORLD COOKBOOK 
Schulberg, Budd - THE HARDER THEY FALL Wallace, Lew - BEN HUR 


(Each $.50) 
Marquand, John P, - SINCERELY, WILLIS WAYDE Schoonover, Lawrence - THE BURNISHED BLADE e 
DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Cameron, Owen - THE BUTCHER'S WIFE Loomis, Noel - THE TWILIGHTERS 


Fair, Ae A. - CATS PROWL AT NIGHT Williams, Charles - THE GULF COAST GIRL 
(Each $.35) 
Puzo, Mario - THE DARK ARENA Rinehart, Mary Roberts - THE WALL 


First Editions (Each $.25) 


Carse, Robert - THE DEVIL'S SPAWN Flynn, P. T. = THE ANGRY MAN 
Roberts, MacLennan - THE GREAT LOCOMOTIVE CHASE 


First Editions (Each $.35) 












Bauer, Dre We We - Ed.- THE OFFICIAL AMA Engel, Leonard - Ed.- NEW WORLDS OF MODERN 
BOOK OF HEALTH SCIENCE 






GARDEN CITY For April 16 







Basso, Hamilton + THE VIEW FROM POMPEY'S Hanauer, Ethel R. - BIOLOGY MADE SIMPLE ($1.00) 
HEAD ($1.98) Rosenthal & Yarman - THE ART OF WRITING MADE 
Considine, Bob - MAN AGAINST FIRE ($1,98) SIMPLE ($1.00) fy 





Slaughter, Frank - THE SONG OF RUTH ($1.98) 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP 
* Special: ($1.49) - Piersall, Jim and Hirshberg, Al - FEAR STRIKES OUT 


Moving Picture Tie-Ins 


Dodson, Kenneth - AWAY ALL BOATS ($1.95) LeMay, Alan - THE SEARCHERS ($1.49) 
Stone, Irving - WST FOR LIFE ($1.98) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*NAL Original) 
Mentor (Each $.50) 
Berlin, Isaiah - THE AGE OF ENLIGHTMENT NEW WORLD WRITING # 9* 
Signet 
Keyes, Frances Parkinson - THE ROYAL BOX ($.50) Williams, Wirt - THE ENEMY ($.35) 
Paton, Alan - TOO LATE THE PHALAROPE ($.35) Wilson, Herbert Emerson - I STOLE 
$16,000,000 ($.35)* 
Signet Key ($.35) - Dingwall & Langdon-Davies - THE UNKNOWN - IS IT NEARER?* 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Elston, Alan Vaughan - SHOWDOWN Queen, Ellery - THE MURDERER IS A FOX 
Grafton, Samuel - A MOST CONTAGIOUS GAME Savage, Les, Jr. - ONCE A FIGHTER 

; McGivern, William P. - WATERFRONT COP Schiffer, Don - Fd. - THE 1956 POCKET 

ee BASEBALL ALMANAC 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 
Graziano, Rocky - SOMEBODY UP THERE LIKES ME Mason, F. Van Wyck - BLUE HURRICANE 


Cardinal Giant ($.50) - Stone, Irving - LOVE IS ETERNAL 


Permabooks f 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 
McBain, Ed - COP HATER Breslin, Howard - THE SILVER OAR 
Meredith, Scott - fd.- BAR 4 ROUNDUP Hall, Oakley - MARDIOS BEACH 

OF BEST WESTERN STORIES Slaughter, Frank - BATTLE SURGEON 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Bernard, William - JAILBAIT Farrell, Cliff - RAWHIDE RIVER 
Clagett, John - WILDERNESS VIRGIN Lariar, Lawrence-fd. - YOU GOT ME IN STITCHES 
Evarts, Hal G. - AMBUSH RIDER Schmitt, Gladys - THE PERSISTENT IMAGE 


Eagle Editions (Each $.25) 


Ermine, Will - APACHE CROSSING Fielding, William T. - STRANGE CUSTOMS OF 
COURTING AND MARRIAGE 


Giant ($.35): - Lanham, Edwin - THE IRON MAIDEN 
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Maurois, Andre Harper 
OLYMPIO: The Life of Victor Hugo $5.95 


Destined for the broad market and recognition which came to lelia, Maurois' recent 
biography of George Sand, and perhaps to go beyond it, this is a monumental study of a monu- 
mental poet and statesman. Reading this in comparison with the lelia, it is a pleasure to 
note again Maurois' style, his choice of detail and emphasis that makes such a study thor- 
oughly interesting to modern readers, his fine use of source material that covers hitherto 
unpublished letters as well as the most familiar of Hugo's poems, and the apt integration 
of the man's works with the man's life. To some readers who may come to this book as an 
introduction to Hugo, he emerges as a creature of amazing contrasts. The events in his 
life alone are enough to startle, but Maurois leads us into them, unfolding them so that 
their cumulative effect is particularly lasting. That Hugo was a quiet, retiring boy, a 
demanding and priggish suitor, a bored husband,and in old age a faun becomes especially 
clear in the perceptive reporting of his feelings towards women through letters he wrote 
and received and in the light of social background and his own erratic genius. So too 
does his evolution as a writer and believer in liberty as the root of good. The praise 
Hugo received from his contemporaries- Sainte Beuve, Lamartine, Vigny- and the contrast 
of his poems and plays with those of his forerunners in the romantic period firmly cast 
him in the role of spokesman for the French language of his day and the "voice in the 
wilderness" who in exile kept the thought of freedom alive after 1850. A complete study, 
for a wide variety of readers. Illustrated. (LC: 55-8026) 


And Several That Will Have a Chance 
An unusual escape story in THE LONG WALK by Slavomir Rawicz (Harper); Merlo J. Pusey's 
segment of biography in EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT (Macmillan); good adventure by a * 


master hand, Arthur C. Clarke, THE COAST OF CORAL (Harber); a dark horse possibility, 
THE NUN'S STORY by Kathryn Hulme (Little, Brown-AMP). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
March 26 





Cameron, Charles, M. D. Prentice-Hall 
THE TRUTH ABOUT CANCER $h .95 


The Medical and Scientific Director and Vice President of the American Cancer 
Society offers in an authoritative survey of the present knowledge about cancer the basis 
for accepting personal responsibility for protection against it. Dr. Cameron considers 
the nature of cancer, rates and sites of incidence, possible causes and fallacious con- 
ceptions as to causes, methods and diagnosis and treatment. Pointing out by word and 
graph that not all types of cancer are equally responsive to early treatment (early di- 
agnosis is not synonymous with curable cancer), he also underlines his statement that 
early diagnosis and treatment could double the current cure rate. Most valuable in pre- 
paring the individual for facing the prospects of cancer with reason and alertness is the 
section of the book devoted to a closer look at the types and sites of cancer with concern 
for symptoms, diagnosis and treatment: skin, lip and mouth, larynx, esophagus and stomach, 
intestine and rectum, breast, uterus, lung, bladder and kidney, testicle, prostate, the 
lymphomas, bone sarcoma, cancer in children. Diagrams of normal and diseased areas form 
an important part of this education in awareness. Dr. Cameron deals too with the question 
of quacks, the doctor's responsibility in prolonging life and easing pain, the progress and 
limitations of current research findings (there is a candid consideration of the cigarette 
controversy). The official position of the author, the foreword by Dr. Elmer Hess, Presi- 
dent of the American Medical Association, the plan to distribute this book through regional 
ACS offices as part of the society's educational campaign indicate its reliability and 
sanction. An important part of everyone's health program. Index. (LC: 56-7147) 
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Danielsson, Bengt Viking- Reynal 


LOVE IN THE SOUTH SEAS $4. .00 


After his voyage on the Kon Tiki, Bengt Danielsson returned to the South 
Pacific to live and to study the surroundings. His first book was Raroia, an enter- 
tainingly written social survey of the reef island where the Kon Tiki had landed. 
Now a second book about the same region covers a broader territory and a more partic- 
ular aspect of life- sex. Starting from the basis that we have long associated the 
South Pacific with love and hospitality, Mr. Danielsson moves easily from this tourist's 
assumption into a scholarly examination of South Seas love life and sexual mores and 
their interrelation with life in general. Much of the material, which includes dis- 
cussions on courtship, sexual instruction, attitudes towards marriage, the position. 
of women, child bearing and raising, and polygamy, both enlarges on and reconfirms 
recent anthropological studies such as Margaret Mead's. It successfully accounts too, 
for the Polynesian acceptance of sex as a natural rather than prohibited part of life. 
In his last chapter the author makes some suggestions whereby Westerners, in a limit- 
ed adoption of some Polynesian customs, could be rid of some of the illogical social 
problems created by a strict but outdated set of mores. By no meaus exhaustive this 
shows a lack of foresight and psychological practicality in the conclusions it reaches 
but it is a faithful, readable description. Photographs. 


March ? 


Fuchs, Lawrence Free Press 
THE POLITICAL BEHAVIOR OF AMERICAN JEWS $4.00 


A thorough study of a controversial subject has been ably handled by the 
Assistant Professor of Political Science of Brandeis University» He describes the 
role of the Jews in American politics from the foundation of the Republic until now, 
evaluates their influence, and explains why in his opinion, the Jews have succeeded 
in retaining, to a considerable extent, their own integrity. As a group, he main- 
tains, the Jews have made great contributions to our social order, especially on the 
side of liberalism and humanitarianism. This he attributes in great part to the 
natural expression of their religious conviction that God has made both man and the 
world good. "Jews place a high value on apleasyreable life in this world", he says, 
and therefore are "more receptive to plans tor a better life, for reconstructing 
society, for remaking man's environment, for socialism, for millenialism”. The 
influence of Christian liberalism, he maintains, was mainly theological and not 
political; he considers the Jewish emphasis a corrective to "the blight of Puritanism". 
His understanding of politics is more acute than his insights into theology. By far 
the greater part of his book is political so this is smalldeterrent, and the whole 
is worth reading. 


Hough, Donald Norton 
THE COCKTAIL HOUR AT JACKSON HOLE $3.50 


+e. is not the two-hour New Yorker (generic term for any urbanite) variety, 
but the two months following the departure of the dudes and tourists that define the 
summer. Donald Hough stays out the autumn with its fraternity of relaxing cowboys, 
bartenders, rangers and shills as they exchange fisticuffs or sadly sip creme de 
menthe (sign of a heart broken by a dude girl) in the fancy left-over bars. He even. 
freezes through the winter in a fire beset cabin, rides herd on elk for an article, 
bears witness to such winter terrors as 63° below and cabin fever (most virulent in 
Februery and March). He polishes up some bright apples in Hole characters, from 
Sheriff Slim whose snow+«buck was visited nightly by a lovesick doe (he said), to the 
one eyed woodman whose cords swelled and shrank accountably but unpredictably, to 
Mr. Dews who lived in a beer-cased enclosure below the Silver Dollar Bar - and lived 
highs Personalized whimsy, at times pushed, but usually standing on its own merits 





















of a variety to offer a chuckle rather than a guffaw for the man at the bar. Illustrated. 
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April 2 


Collins, Thomas John Day a 
THE GOLDEN YEARS: An Invitation to Retirement $3.75 


From the column of the same name in the Chicago Daily News, from letters and in- 
terviews come not only the philosophy but the hard facts of the years of retirement. With 
the age of 65 handled as a gateway rather than a crisis, here are the stories of success 
and failure in other peoples' lives; here are the things they have done that might appeal 
to you; here are the questions and answers about your pension, about making money, about 
adjusting, about moving, farming ("the most popular of retirement adventures" - and the 
most chancy"). Here too comes the question of living with children, or in a home, or how; 
what a widow should know; but better yet how to help to keep your husband alive; consider- 
ations about retiring before the age limit and some possibilities of outwitting compulsory 
retirement, if you are of a mind to. Warnings and guideposts, advice and suggestions - this 
makes a determined and hopeful effort to bridge not only a time but a necessary type of 
thinking for all those faced with the question. Facts, figures - and encouragement for 
a large audience. (LC: 56-6975) 

April le 9/4 

Brean, Herbert- 4d. a Harper 

THE MYSTERY WRITER'S HANDBOOK $3.95 


From the members of the Mystery Writers of America comes guidance on the many 
facets of "..the writing of detective, suspense, mystery and crime stories". Their coun- 
sel ranges from habits of writing, to beginnings, organization, structure, backgrounds, 
plots, on even to markets, contracts, moving pictures and radio. Their collected exper- 
ience discloses some trade secrets; their methods, devices, solutions will inform the 
novice; their “tools, tricks and strategies" have proved their worth - but the creating 
is, of course, up to the writer. A book planned as a textbook, this will have its place 
in writing courses, on reference shelves - and will perhaps have a certain allure for 
the mystery reader with its collection of contributors. (LC: 56-6031) 


Rawicz, Slavomir as told to “— Harper 
Downing, Ronald THE LONG WALK 4/25 $3.50 © 


ee ee scanners 


* A Polish youth, arrested on trumped-up charges of spying against Russia, is tor- 
tured to the extreme edge of physical and mental endurance, and in a mock trial doomed to 
hard labor in Siberia for 25 years. With six fellow convicts, and later a girl found in 
the forests, and aided by the Commandant's wife, an amazing escape is effected. And after 
the horror of prison, they go on to the harrowing crossing of desert and mountain across 
the endless Siberian wasteland. And there are the resonant echoes too of all small, fright- 
ened people seeking freedom, refuge, dignity. The snow and hunger are formidable oppon- 
ents- as is their own weakness; they skirt Lake Boikel, cut across the Trans-Siberian rail- 
way, pass through the Gobi Desert, enter Tibet, and in a final ascent of the Himalayas 
achieve their goal in India. They learn to subsist on snake meat and subdue their thirst 
with mud; they face the famous "abominable snowmen" of other high altitude adventurers; 
four die.... It is a quite fantastic narrative, its intensity never lessens, and it belongs 
in the annals of ordeal and survival with David Howarth's We Die Alone, etc. That will be 
the market to try. (LC: 56-6906) 





April 15 


Padover, Saul K.- Ed. John Day 
A JEFFERSON PROFILE $5.00 ¢ 


As Revealed in his Letters 


If a modern American could choose which of the founding fathers would be his 
choice of a correspondent, the choice would probably fall on either Franklin or Jefferson. 
Mine would always have been Jefferson and this skillful and loving selection of 179 letters 
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from the vast number, 18,000 and more, extant, reenforces my opinion. They provide 
an exciting self portrait, showing not only his literary and intellectual aspects, 
but revealing Jefferson through his political thinking, his philosophical and re- 
ligious approach, his views on education, on science, on matters national and inter- 
national, on racial attitudes, on personal relationships. Much of what he has to 
say is given greater significance by pertinent notes placing the letters in context, 
against both historical and biographical background. A quick glance down the list 
of his correspondents embraces most of the leading figures of his day, and the brief 
excerpts under each correspondent heading make one realize again how great was his 
gift for the apt phrase, the homely precept, the challenging homily. This is a book 
to own, to dip into again and again. Padover has long been a close student of Jefferson 
(his excellent one volume biography appeared in 1942). (1C:56-5981) 


April 43 23 


Keogh, James Putnam 
THIS IS NIXON $2.75 \- 


A Time reporter of the national scene is convinced that when the American 
people know where Richard Nixon came from, what he stands for and where he stands, 
they will understand and stand with him. He gives readers of this brief book just 
Such an opportunity. He briskly lines up the biographical facts of Nixon's pre-po- 
litical life and ten years on the high road, then permits Nixon himself to take the 
floor. Here in Nixon's words are his stand on health, education, civil rights, farm 
and labor, subversion, foreign policy, (especially on Asia)- all preluded by the TV 
speech Americans will long remember and postluded by remarks to the Republican Party 
in his attempt to bring it around to an Ike-like stand. There is a taste too of the 
rock and shock ‘em techniques of Nixon, the campaigner. Mr. Keogh presents Nixon as 
a person acting on his stated ideal of individual freedoms and opportunity under law, 
and while he notes Eisenhower's part in enlarging the responsibilities and activities 
of the vice-president (the administrative policy of a leader in the field) the sense 
that Nixon is the active agent carries. Here is a presentation which while affirmative 
offers everyone some statements to chew on and thus serves more certainly than the 
de Toledano Nixon (see p. 110, February 1, 1956 issue of the Bulletin). (1C:56-8617) 


April 16 


Mehl, Ernest Henry Holt 
THE KANSAS CITY ATHLETICS $2.95 


A short history of the transfer of the Philadelphia Athletics to Kansas City- 
and its first year of play under these new auspices this is only for the most interest- 
ed spectator. When Arnold Johnson offered to buy the Athletics, he faced not only 
some opposition from the League, but also the young Macks=- hampered by money and the 
memory of their father, the great Connie Mack. After much backing and filling, the 
charter was issued, a stadium built at tremendous speed, and the team, expected to 
end up in the cellar with the crippled arm of Bobby Shantz, ended in sixth place and 
had some all-out attendance records.... That leaves “everything up to date in Kansas 
City"- and it's probably a little further than the average afficionado will care to 
go. (LC:56-8052) 

April }7 2% 
Bissonnette, Georges McGraw-Hill 
MOSCOW WAS MY PARISH $400 2.75 


An American, a priest,and the only "free" Catholic voice in Russia, the 
author during the early 1950's was an exceedingly popular figure among the entire 
foreign colony as well as the Marines stationed in Moscow. Skating on thin political 
ice until his unexplained expulsion last year (this was an act of retaliation against 
the State Department), the multi-lingual priest was a man of many interests and 
activities. He organized a crack hockey team among the Marines, played the game him- 
self along with Ambassador Bohlen. He mastered bridge, small talk, and the art of 
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mixing martinis- which put him on close terms with the diplomatic world where he could 
present a fairer view of the Catholic position and gain some international support for 
maintaining the Church in Russia. He set up a choral group, musical evenings, volley 
ball games, and many other morale-building entertainments. And his story includes many 
of his travels into Central Asia and the so-called Russian Riviera.... An engaging first 
person story, which reflects the warmth and breadth of the man and is not too strongly 
political nor religious in its stress. Persons of any faith, or none at all, will enjoy — 


it. (LC: 56-8658) 
April 19 


Ayres, Lew Doubleday 
ALTARS OF THE EAST $4.50 


Book version of the documentary film which Lew Ayers has produced under this 
title, this is the verbal record of the round-the-world tour he and his photographer 
took in exploring man's beliefs where they are typically represented. From State Shinto 
in Japan, through Buddhism, Confucianism, the Moslem world, and so on, this goes on to 
Judaism in Israel. The author, keenly observant, philosophically inclined, takes the 
reader on sight-seeing excursions; allows him to listen in on personal interviews; jour- 
neys with him through temples, towns, terrains unfamiliar to most, and comments on the 
people he meets, the customs, the countryside, against the background of a precis of history 
and an analysis of the religious beliefs of each area. From his own personal faith of . 
"non-organizational, non-sectarian neutrality" he feels free to compare the similarities 
of the religions he has studied and photographed in observance en route. He does not lose | 
sight of his cherished hope that increased knowledge of other faiths might open new avenues 
to permanent peace. He suggests that religion could set off the spark through an organi- | 
zation embracing all faiths, to be called "World Congress of All Faiths". Laymen may | 
read this as a freshly slanted travelogue. Theologians may raise scholarly eyebrows at & | 
some of the glib history and blithe comparisons. Lew Ayres' name and his extraordinary 
personal history will provide a unique springboard. This should be used in both religious 
and travel book departments. (LC: 56-7530) 


Hendrickson, Robert C. & Harcourt, Brace 
Cook, Fred J. YOUTH IN DANGER $3.95 


Hendrickson served as Chairman of the Senate subcommittee which made a study 
of teen-age transgressions, and this book is based on its findings and consists of the 
testimonies- and statistics- compiled in various cities the country over. It is by no 
means a hopeless indictment- but delinquency has doubled since 1940, and here are many 
of the contributory factors- from liquor and "goofballs" and "bennies", to parental 
dereliction due to broken homes and working mothers. Social and racial inferiority 
plays its part- and the gang is the offshoot of stigma; horror comics and television 
have stimulated the trend; and the schools, as well as homes, are held responsible for 
the patterns of crime which range from vandalism to violence... This is of course a live 
issue, and while the handling is not lively, the facts speak for themselves and allow 
pause for alarm- and positive action. (LC: 56-6658) | 


Brophy, Arnold Messner - Gilbert Press 
THE AIR FORCE $5.00 





Here is the heritage, growth, services and integration of all the Air Commands; | 
the individuals leading them; aircraft in use or design - from helicopters to jets - with 
horsepower, firepower and carrying power. There's the pilot - his training, technical 
and strategic; his living conditions, his rapport with ground services. Industrial re- e 
sources, their production figures, research programs, engineering achievements, have their 
place. In so encyclopedic a reporting brief passages describing a sneak attack by enemy 
bombers are used to show how the Air Force would spring into action, preparing alternate 
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HQs in case the official command posts were destroyed, setting up - with unbelievable 
rapidity - a nationwide communications system, and transferring instantly, on to 
monster plexiglass boards, the spottings of countless radar scopes. But, with all the 
factual information on the USAF, one questions che necessity of this device to project 
its possibilities. Instructive, useful for reference purposes and of concentrated 
appeal to all airminded. (1C:56-6784) 


April 23 


Rowan, Carl T. Random House 
THE PITIFUL AND THE PROUD $5.00 


In 1954 Carl Rowan undertook a trip to India, Pakistan and Southeast Asia 
as a grantee under the State Department's International Educational Exchange Program 
and as a reporter for the Minneapolis Morning Star and Tribune. Here is his first 
hand report of what he and the Asians he met said, saw and did - with some clear- 
headed conclusions as to significance. The greater part of his book is devoted to 
India, where he spoke to newsmen, college students, Nehru, villagers, U.S.I.S. men - 
and received ample material to appraise the mechanisms and extent of Communism, of 
anti-Western feeling, of Indian ambitions, of Nehru's leadership. As a Negro, he 
was welcomed as a "colored brother" and questioned constantly on America's acts in 
terms of race. He concluded that the heart of India might be in its villages, but 
its mind was in New Delhi, that anti-racism andcolonialism were the two most explosive 
ingredients in the Asian revolution, that the pitiful were not the proud, and that we. 
must work through the fostering of development and dignity to gain Asian friends. 
Further travels in Pakistan, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indo-China, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, whose internal situations he reviews concisely, revealed much the same 
thing. Mr. Rowan concludes his book with a report of the Bandung Conferetce, which 
he saw as the first international conference of colored peoples, claiming their rights 
to self-rule and respect. An extensive sourcebook for the more than casual reader. 
(LC:56-5220) 

April 25 


Brown, John Mason Harper 
THROUGH THESE MEN $4.00 


* This can be viewed as a brilliant contribution to "Some Aspects of our Pas- 
sing History" (as the author has sub-titled it); or as in part a challenging contri- 
bution to the coming political campaign- through searching analysis of men who will 
feature largely in it; or a collection of profiles which - delightful as they are- 
individually- are more important in the aggregate. On all scores, it provides stim- 
ulating as well as delightful reading. Some of it is first hand and first rate report- 
ing (witness the chapters on the national conventions, 1952 style, or the campaigns 
and campaign personalities of that year). Some of the material is straight brief and 
pungent biography (Eisenhower, Stevenson, Frankfurter, Lippman, Lodge). And one long 
section explores the various facets of the Oppenheimer affair. There is perceptive 
wisdom in this book, seasoned with wit and humanity. (LC:56-6903) 


Carrington, Richard Harper 
THE STORY OF OUR EARTH $3.00 


A compound of paleontology, geology, botany, archaeology, and primitive 
anthropology, with a little astronomy and geophysics, this is in essence a recon- 
struction for the layman of how the earth was formed and of how its earliest living 
creatures, from protozoa to brontosaurus, evolved. In other words, prehistory in 
literate English. It's a good enough primer, but it lacks the sweep of Jeans, the 
broad conceptualizing of Gaylor Simpson, the poetry of Rachel Carson. Mr. Carrington 
doesn't bring his fossils to life, but he does rattle their bones, and he does it 
with assurance and knowledge. The anecdotes are lively, the illustrations are superb- 
and the reader with an interest in this subject will find the coverage impressive. 


(10 :56-6910) 
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April 27 

























Millin, Sarah Gertrude Abelard-Schuman _ 
THE MEASURE OF MY DAYS $5.00 — = 


Mrs. Millin's second autobiographical book, which was begun as a story of her 
life, was completed as a memorial to her husband, who died on the bench of the South 
African Supreme Court. It is a highly personal, and overwhelmingly disconsolate, testa- 
ment; and while there is a certain amount about her writing- and other writers, about her 
travels (America, England, Israel), about her long association with Smuts,- death- and 
the prospect of death- crosses almost every page- now that Philip has "fallen, finished, 
nothing, ended and I his relict". She finds no answer to her grief- "Souls, spirits, 
what are souls, spirits? I do not know the things", which certainly limits the value of 
her experience to others- looking for comfort. The death of her brother, her mother, her 
own insomnia (she sleeps two hours at the most without drugs- and not much more with) 
fill the pages which lead up to Philip's last years of failing health, the many danger 
signals, and now the flagellant, retrospective guilt that she might have postponed his 
death- for a little while... It is an always intense and sometimes moving record of loss- 
resented and unreconciled; it is also neurotic, and quite desolate. 


April 30 


Dupee, F.W.- Ed. & Intro. by : Criterion 
HENRY JAMES: Autobiography $7.50 


Actually a reprint of the well known books by Henry James- A Small Boy and Others, 
Notes of a Son and Brother, and The Middle Years- these three separate volumes are now 
published together under the title "autobiography". And that is just what they are. For 
although on the death of William James, Henry set out to write a memoir of his brother- 
he actually succeeded in writing an almost total account of his own childhood and youth. e 
Naturally, in this picture of himself, his father and mother, brother and cousins play a 
great role, for Henry James, for all his ex-patriation, was deeply a family man. And 
what masterly portraits, particularly of his father and his much loved cousin Mary Temple, 
are drawn. William James is more elusive and one feels perhaps the ambivalent attitude 
of the younger brother. Dupee, in his brilliant introduction, points out another aspect 
in bringing these columns together. For in this juxtaposition, they form a work of memory 
and association which can be compared with Proust and Joyce. Whether this book is read 
for its nostalgic value- of James' early years here and abroad, or for its brilliant 
portraiture, or in this new light as an autobiographical revelation- it will find a 
waiting audience. (LC: 56-6211) 


Pusey, Merlo J. | Macmillan 
EISENHOWER, THE PRESIDENT $3 .50/$3.75 






* Merlo Pusey's biography of Charles Evans Hughes, back in 1951, established him 
as a biographer of far more than sound journalistic ability. The challenge is even greater 
here, for this - in 1956- could well have been first and foremost a campaign document. As 
it is, however, it will stand- whether or not President Eisenhower seeks a second term- | 







as a rounded appraisal of the man in the presidency. Small space is given to the years 
leading up to this role, except in so far as they equipped him for world leadership. But | 
Mr. Eisenhower emerges full stature, courageous, dedicated, unimpeachable in his honesty, | 
addressing himself during these four years to the major issues of the day. The strength 
of the book lies in the recognition of failure and shortcomings as well as successes, in 
pinpointing the errors of judgment and handling, whether in foreign policy (the Near East 
and Southeast Asia specifically) or domestic (certain aspects of the handling of the TVA 
and Dixon-Yates issue, shortcomings in the security program, the farm program). But Pusey 
feels, indubitably, that success outweighs failure; that major goals have at least been 
approached; that Eisenhower has already emerged as a "smooth working executive and a 
supersalesman". His skill in managing Congress, the elaborate organization of White House 
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lobbyists, have produced cooperation, where opposition might have been expected. 

Pusey defends some of the criticized moves such as the submerged land issue results, 
the long range view on peacetime farming. He sees Eisenhower as not a spectacular 
Chief Executive, nor one with many innovations, but one who has kept a finger on the 
public pulse and created an atmosphere for stability at home and abroad. The writer 
devotes sufficient attention to the men of Eisenhower's team so as to set the picture, 
and here again he is measured in praise and blame. The emerging portrait is one that 
should stand up against the verdict of time. And it makes challenging reading for 
the opposition as well as heartening reading for the advocates. (LC:56-8365) 


April 30 


Senet, Andre McGraw-Hill 
MAN IN SEARCH OF HIS ANCESTORS $5.00 


The sticks and stones and fossil bones of antiquity are again a lure to the 
popular scientist at home- a market not to be underestimated since Gods, Graves and 
Scholars. The paleontological story has been told before- but never better. The 
parts of our forebears were unearthed and sometimes fished from the sea by as color- 
ful a batch of scientists and gimcrack fanciers as any known in the lore of anecdotes. 
Senet shows how these discoverers deduced stupendous creatures from a tooth or two; 
measured cranial capacity; fixed the chronological order in which the species des- 
cended; and were victimized by constant fraud. Genetics, geology, botany figure in 
the storye- The emphasis, however, falls upon our forebears- how they evolved, where 
they flourished, their habits and arts, their social organization and religious con- 
cepts. The approach, in a superb translation, is lively and fresh even though ap- 
plied to a subject vastly older than the hills. A public should not be hard to find. 
(10 :56-8184 ) 

April 77 


Fromme, Allan, Ph. D. Simon & Schuster 
THE PARENTS HANDBOOK $3.95 


An encyclopedia dealing with the emotional problems of children's growth, 
this has been prepared by a psychologist and teacher and presented in an easily use- 
ful form, alphabetically by topic and where necessary with cross-references. There 
are more than 100 problems under discussion- from adoption, allowances, bedtime, city 
living, cleanliness, comics, to dawdling, dental care, divorce, fears, the middle 
child, nagging, pregnancy, sex education, tantrums, thumb sucking, etce The approach’ 
is enlightened, the concern largely with the younger child (say under 8 or 9)- but 
there is not much new information-wise for the parent familiar with (and what parent 
isn't) Dr. Spock or say, the Iig & Ames Child Behavior. The market however may be 
more absorbent than we think. (LC:56-6673) 


May 1 


White, John Baker Crowell 
THE BIG LIE | $4.00 

England's phantom or psychological war upon the Nazis made up in cunning 
for what it lacked in armed resources. The first victory was through spreading, and 
substantiating, the rumor that, if Hitler crossed the Channel, a secret chemical 
weapon would even ignite the water. Ingeniously, the Nazis were led to believe in 
thirty non-existent divisions. Immense capital was made of their failure to prepare 
properly for winter on the Russian front. The fabulous story, known to those who 
read Montagu's The Han Who Never Was, of the corpse set afloat off Spain- with a 
courier pouch of misinformation, led to the weakened defenses in Sicily and the reck-~ 
less shift of a division to Greece. The French were assisted in undermining the 
morale of the already tense occupying forces. Before the invasion of Normandy, 
Montgomery's "double" was created and circulated in Africa, In England, fake head- 
quarters were built and special machines laid tracks for “tanks” to lure the Luftwaffe 
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reconnaissance planes. And with Commando raids, leaflet bombardments, and continual radio 
assaults, the Nazi war machine broke down- from the humblest Hun to Hitler... This present 
account is on the whole informative and compelling, if occasionally personal and sporadic = 
in its handling. (LC: 56-7232) 


May 2 


Crosthwait, William L., M.D. Lippincott 
as told to Fischer, Ernest B. $3.50 
THE LAST STITCH 


A benevolent backward look on 83 years, some fifty odd spent country and city 
doctoring at a time when medicine was still horse drawn and sometimes applied on the 
kitchen table. Dr. Crosthwait worked for his schooling, in the cotton fields, and as 
a teacher, until at 29 he started out in practice in Holland, Texas, with six cents. 

A first case- "If anything happens to Aunt Bess, Doc done took his last stitch" did not 
intimidate him- and he went on to take many more just in time; he helped in the emergency 
when a hurricane hit Galveston; found a new way to save lives in a malaria epidemic at 
home; married, and eventually moved to Waco; served in World War I and in the Public 
Health field; and found his many years of doctoring- along with the progress of his 
profession- rewarding. He ministers to a perhaps earlier generation (more sulphur and 
molasses than sulpha) with warmth. (LC: 56-8189) 


Smith, Bradford Lippincott 
YANKEES IN PARADISE $5.00 


A detailed history of missionary activity in Hawaii from its beginnings in the 
1820's to the still felt effects of the present day does much to remove the stigma of 
acquisitiveness from their activities and establishes them and their descendants as men 
and women who lived conscientious, abstemious lives with the good of the community as 
their guiding principle. Incident by incident the book follows the history of the Ha-: 
waiian Islands closely and chronologically. Focussing on the interaction between the 
missionaries, headed by Hiram Bingham, Hawaiian royalty and officialdom and the foreign 
powers, both governmental and economic, with which they had to deal, the material is vivid 
and reveals the importance of character and event. Notably it was Queen Kaahumanu who 
gave the New Englanders their first chance by urging her people to learn from them. But 
in spite of her efforts there were crises for years to come. Sex was a serious matter. 
To the Hawaiians it meant hospitality; the New Englanders considered the free lending of 
wives and girls morally shocking and physically unhealthful. Left to themselves the 
Hawaiians might easily have fallen prey to worse rather than better kinds of foreign 
influences. It is curious that the missionaries planned their strategy from a material- | 
istic standpoint first, insisting that the Hawaiians wear clothes, have bigger and better | 
houses etc., for the Hawaiians had a strong spiritual strain which, it is implied, might 
have been more skillfully played upon. It is a point Mr. Smith does not sufficiently ex- 
amine in his later justification for the natural prosperity of the missionaries but he | 
nevertheless gives us another very readable chapter in American history. (LC: 56-6247) 


May 3 | 
Seunig, Waldemar Doub leday | 
HORSEMANSHIP $6.00 


The author states his expected audience early in his book - he writes for those 
to whom his subject is of vital necessity and the content of their lives. A large measure 
of knowledge is valuable in approaching his book as he discusses the buying of a horse in 
terms of conformation and elan, the training of the young horse, the ultimate schooling 
of Haute Ecole. Taking from the literature and action of horsemanship, what he feels is 
the best that it can give without concern for repeating the words of others, he adds to 
this from his own experience in Germany and France and under the instruction of General 
von Josipovich. There is an unusual sense of equestrian history here that provides an 
atmosphere for the candid and concrete advocation of an art. 















| 
| 
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Westcott, Cynthia Doubleday 
THE GARDENER'S BUG BOOK $7.50 


* Since the original Bug Book was published in 1946 it has become a standard 
reference tool despite the accumulation of new data on modern chemicals and synthetics 
in the past ten years. The complete revision takes into consideration this important 
adjunct to the gardener's pest control equipment, but follows the valuable techniques 
for identification of the earlier book. The method is almost infallible (I'm speaking 
from experience!), since she approaches it from different angles. If you already 
know the name of the enemy, identification for controls can be made by alphabetical 
reference. If you know only the plant attacked or the characteristics of the blight, 
the symptoms of the disease, identification can be almost surely made from that angle. 
The new garden chemicals are appraised; there's an overall dictionary of insecticides, 
miticides, fumigants; there are invaluable warnings - to do or not do} there's sound 
discussion of equipment, its use and care. This new book virtually demands that it 
replace the original on your reference shelf. The color plates and line drawings add 
to its value. (LC:56-6532) 





May 4} | 24, 
Prario, Lucy Farrar, Straus 
THREE WHITE VEILS FOR SANDRA $3.50 


The first biography of Alessandra di Rudini in English, this tells the story 
of the tempestuous voyage of a soul sought by God. The biographer, aware that her 
material is the stuff of romance with a highspirited and beautiful heroine to set it 
off, assures us that hers is a historical biography. The three veils of.the title 
refer to Sandra's confirmation, at which she experienced her first religious vision; 
her marriage, which ended with the death of her non-believer husband, leaving her with 
two sons who fell victims to tuberculosis; and her profession as a Carmelite nun, 
which she achieved after resolving the conflict between intellectual pride and the 
search for faith, restored at Lourdes. The spiritual journey from anguish in unbelief 
to fulfillment in penance and reparation is primary and central here. We see Sandra 
in the world which knew her as a highborn beauty, daughter of the former premier of 
Italy, sought by princes, branded as a mistress of d'Annunzio; we follow her into 
the convent which knew her as mistress of novices and prioress. A compassionate, at 
times unconsidered (there are contradictory appraisals ) approach to the life of a 
spirit to whom compromise was meaningless, directed to the Catholic audience. (1C:56- 


6159) 


May 7 
Hoehling, Ae Aw & Mary Holt 
THE LAST VOYAGE OF THE LUSITANIA $3.75 


The maritime disaster of 1915 is accorded a full background and the torpe- 
doing of the great Cunarder by the German U-20 climaxes the story of her final voyage. 
The course of the submarine and that of the ship are given alternately until they 
converge off the Irish coast; Kapitan leutenant Walter Schweiger stalks other victims; 
Captain William Thomas Turner takes out the Lusitania on May lst in spite of a warning 
in the morning editions by the Imperial Germany Embassy. Aboard come the passengers, 
first, second and third class, from Vanderbilt, Frohman, the Hubbards, to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Duckworth, the Loneys, Mme. de Page- 1257, of which 129 are children; the crew 
is not full complement so top speed is never possible; the crossing is unremarkable 
until a submarine alert is received. In sight of land the U-20 strikes and the des- 
perate hours begin. And of the total of 1959 aboard 1198 are lost in the struggle to 
escape the sinking ship and to keep alive until rescued. An event that had its ef- 
fort on the war and on relations with Germany this, in its quota of tragedy, courage 
and human interest, makes a good companion story to the Titanic. Illustrated. (LC:56- 


772k ) 
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May ‘7 


Donald, David Knopf 
LINCOLN RECONSIDERED $3.00 


Subtitled Essays on the Civil War Era, this really constitutes an opening wedge 
in a reappraisal of the Lincoln legend, its process of growth, the chinks in the armor. 
Lincoln, by Republicans through several decades, by Democrats more recently, has been 
claimed, cited on all sides of all questions. David Donald of Columbia University studies 
Lincoln in relation to the abolitionists - and the abolitionists as a symptom of the times. 
He reviews the myths launched by Herndon of Lincoln's romantic attachment and the false 
image created of Mary Todd Lincoln. He studies Lincoln as a politician; the source of 
his support; the strength of his role as a good political machine man, an astute manipu- 
lator of men, frankly opportunistic, and at odds with the press, the party leaders, his 
own Cabinet. He examines the assessment of history of Lincoln as a strategist - and shows 
how his capacity for flexible improvisation helped release the operation of the war from 8 
the strictures of Jomini and his views. For the first time the concept of total war was 
approached. Donald then examines the accepted villains of the period,- Peace Democrats, 
Radical Republicans, the individuals such as Stevens and Chase blackened by posterity - 
and finds them not so villainous. He discounts the factors that built the Lincoln cult- 
feeling the man can outlive them. A book that may challenge some students but that will 
lack general appeal. (LC: 56-5785) 


Guerard, Albert Knopf 
NAPOLEON I $2.50 





Napoleon- sitting astride history like a god, Napoleon- immortal hero of many 
scholars and psychologists, topples in this Great Life in Brief. The facts, specific, 
irreducible, prevail here- in short forced marches such as Napoleon would have relished 
on the battlefield. Yet Guerard's contempt for baseless exaggeration does nothing to 
explain or explain away the glory, the idolatry which cling to Napoleon. The statement 
"The mystery of Napoleon's mind lies in its awful simplicity" appeals to our overpowering 
faith in common sense, but at best exalts simplicity to a new level. On all matters of 
fact, Guerard remains convincing and clear; his sense of proportion and narrative change 
of pace is consistently impressive. He reconstitutes in full the physical life of Napoleon. 
He is equally the master of Napoleon's times, his complex roles in world affairs, his men 
and his mistresses. As such, it is a lively and skillful biography and a boon to Bona- 
partists- new and old. (LC: 56-5803) 


Schoenwald, Richard Knopf 
FREUD: The Man and His Mind 1856-1956 $h .00 


A one-volume biography intended for the general reader, this follows the course 
of a rich life devoted to the study of man and his mind, through himself and others. 
Freud's life was his work in a genuine sense - his need to understand led him into the 
painful self-analysis, the probing of neuroses in patients, formulation and testing of | 
theories. We get a picture here of the other conditions of Freud's life - what it meant 
to him to be a Jew in Vienna facing society with his dynamic and disrupting findings. We 
learn little of his private life with family (not even the number or names of his children) 
or relationships with friends other than colleagues. The great bulk of work is carefully 
noted chronologically, with acquaintance with content assured. The last years appear as 
those in which Freud permitted his imagination its freedom as he considered the actuality 
of civilization. With references to the Jones biography, this lacks the immediacy, scope 
and depth of that work, and one cannot throw off the feeling that its derivative quality 
takes something from it, although even a rather removed summary offers reading for a 





wider audience. (LC: 56-5798) | 
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May 7 


Patterson, Stella Norton 
DEAR MAD'M $3.50 



















Report repeated from the November 1, 1955 issue of the Bulletin, p. 826: 
"Dear Mad'm is a lady who at eighty set forth for a life alone in the Klamath Forest 
of Northern California. There she made friends with Dear Sir and Up'nUp, whose wife 
and child finally come to join the mining community. She helped a young Italian girl 
who studied the Thesaurus and Emily Post to find herself; she planted her garden with 
hindrance from the miners’ mule; killed a cougar with a big gun and assessed her claim 
to advantage. Considering her choice a year later, she was helped to a decision to 
stay in the Siskiyous by the friends who needed her as much as she needed them. 
Frisky." Since serialized in McCall's. 


May 8 


Horowitz, I. Ao & Macmillan 
Reinfeld, Fred $4 695 
THE MACMILLAN HANDBOOK OF CHESS 


A handbook that ranges from official game rules to unofficial game etiquette 
includes under topical headings explanation of notations, maxims for opening, middle 
and end games, memorable games of outstanding matters, blindfold and postal chess. 
There is also a section on chess problems, that is, the direct-mate, with attention 
to terms and themes. Added articles by other authors tell how to promote and organize 
a club, how to use the rating system. There are 147 diagrams to illustrate and ex- 
plain master games, basic end games, etc. Players’ bibliography. General coverage 
for the general player by well known guides. (1C:56-7307) 


Scott, Jack Denton- 4d. iar ~ (,, Macmillan 
YOUR DOG'S HEALTH BOOK te \ ue" $4.95 


The former dog editor of Field & Stream collects more than forty articles 
by veterinarians and a stray professional on all aspects of dog health and care. 
From the opening "You and Your Veterinarian" to the last "The Delinquent Dog” (by 
the editor-and firm in its demand for canine (via human) manners and greater respon- 
sibility on the part of owners), every sort of subject is covered: the coat and 
grooming, kenneling; the feet, ears, teeth, eyes; the intestinal tract, parasites 
external and internal; on to the diseases and ailments; breeding and whelping; surgery; 
accidents; foods and medicines and vitamins; the old dog. A one-volume helping hand 
for the new owner this is thorough enough for old hands too. Glossary. (LC:56-7333) 


















May 9 










Harper 
THE COAST OF CORAL $5.00 





Clarke, Arthur C. 











* The account of a “rather small underwater expedition” (the author and his 
companion, Mike Wilson) in 1954-55 to the Great Barrier Reef of the eastern seaboard 
of Australia is a bit of all right, even in heavy competition. For the scientist- 
science - fiction writer has a way with him, and, although everything is quite serious, 
there always is a funny side so that the land, water and underwater happenings are 
lively and highly individual. From his introduction to the "new fashioned people” of 
the country, to the remarkable experiences in railroading, driving and touring the 
1200 miles of the Reef, Clarke is all eyes and ears for his new adventuring. There 
are some trial runs of equipment before reaching Heron Island; there is always weather 
for an enemy; and there are all the inhabitants of the depths to delight, amaze and 
surprise him. There is quite a stay on Thursday Island where the pearl divers of the 
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Torres Straits astound them; there are accidents, isolated and in series; and, of course, \ 
there are - octopus, shark, turtle, barracuda, stonefish, etc., etce - to be photographed. \_ 
It's a joy of a book even for those who have reached the saturation point. A chapter on 


photographic techniques for the experts. (1C:56-6911) 


May 9 


Ross, Ishbel Harper 
ANGEL OF THE BATTLEFIELD $4.00 


Clara Barton forms the subject of this new biography and adds yet another panel 
to Ishbel Ross's portraits of the 19th century. The others include Kate Chase, Elizabeth 
Blackwell, Rose Greenhow, and together they give an intensive view not only of the person- 
alities but of their period, which encompasses the Civil War but goes substantially beyond 
it. Clara Barton's story falls into two main parts:- her youth and preparation for her 
remarkable work on the battlefields; her major battle to bring the United States into the 
Red Cross. Inevitably, the first half is more interesting reading, filled as it is with 
dramatic incidents, and rounding out with color and humanity, the cold facts relayed in 
Maxwell's history of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, Lincoln's Fifth Wheel (see report i 
12/15/55-p. 909). Throughout the book, the reader is introduced to familiar figures of ; 
the period from new angles, as Clara Barton fearlessly tackles the men at the top when she 
needs something for her work. For herself, she could never fight, and suffered repeatedly 
from nervous ailments and successive periods of mental depression. A very competent- and 
for the most part- interesting book. (1C:56-6033) 


Mumford, Lewis Harper 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF MAN $4.00 


The seventh volume in the Harper World Perspectives series disdains dates, 
events, individuals, as Lewis Mumford catches at the underlying history or progress of ’ 
man, all the enterprise which has gone into his evolution. We see, over and over, how 2 
the spirit of man has enlarged, seeking new cultural, intellectual, communal outlets for 
its energy, and how it has also carried along, down through the years, the heritage of 
earlier patterns to which individuals may revert in times of stress. Human destiny has 
now put us on the brink of the "total man” who will be free of all bias, chauvinism, or 
class identity, who may extend his love to include all men, all cultural values, all 
reaches of moral enlightenment. These are vague phrases- but Mr. Mumford shuns the spe- 
cific; all his interest lies in ideals and broad speculations about the evolution of the 
Species. He outlines no necessary steps nor foresees any definite goals toward which we 
must strive. He aligns himself with other liberal, wide-ranging spokesmene such as 
Niebuhr and Schweitzer, and the series itself may limn the market. (1C:56-6030) 


May V4 4 
Crane, Burton Harcourt, Brace 
GETTING AND SPENDING $4.95 


An extensive and lively survey of economics for the layman, this, if it won't 
solve any big problems, will at least equip careful readers with a greater ability to 
understand the problems for themselves. Branches of economic activity here discussed 
include price indexes and real dollars versus the standard of living, inflation and its 
opposite, banking and currency systems, the Depression, Keynes and deficit spending, full 
employment and its dangers, the psychology of demand, gold, foreign exchange, productivity, 
the planned economy and so forth. Aside from Mr. Crane's preference for a planned capital- 
ism, his book is on the whole an objective study of the system and should go far in ful- 
filling its stated purpose of enlightening us in a day of government by pressure groups 
which all maintain that what's good for them is good for everyone. (1C:56-6657) € 
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Rossiter, Clinton Harcourt, Brace 


THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY $2.95 





In what he terms an impressionistic rendering of the main dimensions of 
presidential office, Clinton Rossiter studies the powers and limitations of the pres- 
idency with especial concern for the modern presidency and its methods of functioning. 
He reviews roles vested in the president by the Constitution and those that have 
evolved upon him since, some helpful and some conflicting; considers the charges 
against the office (the problems raised by the relation of president to Congress, the 
lack of continuous responsibility for each act as in the British setup, the combination 
of power and independence seen by some as a matrix for dictatorship), and the limit- 
ing factors, foremost being Congress, which might be observed for similar uses of 
powere The author turns his hand to dealing in greatness of presidents as he sets 
forth the history of the office by outstanding incumbents from Washington, who assured 
its being by his dignity and adherence to the Constitution (and by the conception of 
a presidency on his merits) to Eisenhower - with close inspection of the last three 
holders of office (at this reading the Eisenhower section presupposes he will not run 
again). Stimulating commentary particularly in view of judgments on men, this concerns 
itself more with the functions of office and incumbents than The Presidency Today by 
Corwin and Koenig (see review, pe. 144 Februsry 15, 1956 Bulletin) and while covering 
much of the same ground, is less outstanding than the latter in clarity of historical 
conception and handling of certain elements such as the election and succession of 


the president. (LC:56+6660) ae ae 
Se pT. GF 
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Hulme, Kathryn Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


THE NUN'S STORY HA Gb $4.00 


* The nun‘s story is that of Belgian Gabrielle Van der Mal, and her conflict 
& between the dogma of that "life against nature” and her own independent spirit of 

service is an unusual story, retold here with warmth and reverence. For Gabrielle, 
as she became a postulant and then took her vows, was to find the discipline difficult 
and demanding; she could not easily exorcise pride, worldliness, impulsive judgment- 
which were a constant source of humiliation- and penance. Nor could she accept the 
Mother Superior's recommendation that she avoid the act of singularization of excel- 
ling and fail in her examinations- to humble herself before an envious Sister. She 
finally achieved her one desire- and was sent to the Congo where in the surgery of 
agnostic Dr. Fortunati she was to prove a better nurse than nun, saving lives almost 
at the expense of her own. It was Fortunati, recognizing that she would always be a 
"worldly nun" who finally sent her back to Belgium to test her strength- and she was 
trapped there by the ware With the invasion, her patriotism flared as did her hatred 
of the Germans; she sinned further in collaborating with the underground and hiding 
an escapee; and having broken every spiritual covenant, she recognized her failure-~ 
as a nun- and went back to the world after the painful last act of secularization.... 
It is, all in all, a quite fascinating story of dedication and self-denial, of the 
life within walls and its self-effacing strictures, of the inspirational ideal here 
tempered by an understanding of personal fallibility. Kathryn Hulme'may be remembered 
for The Wild Place. (LC:56-6768) 


Savage, Henry Rinehart 
RIVER OF THE CAROLINAS: The Santee $5.00 


* One of the best of a good series, this story of the Santee, which embraces 
the great part of the two Carolinas, is dramatically presented in a delightfully 
readable book. The Santee lends itself to a lusty treatment, a vital segment of 

e American history, biography, economics. Stemming from four sources, and actually the 
Appalachian watershed through its tributaries, the Santee, the Wateree, the Congaree, 
the Saluda, the Catawba combine to indicate the migratory Indians and the later set- 
tled tribes that followed.their waters. Then came the Spanish colonizers, driven out 
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in their turn by the English. The life of Indians, Spanish and English - their hardships 
and struggles- the emergence of the early aristocracy from the Lords Proprietors- all 
contribute to a rich picture. In 1698 the French Huguenots came, adding their thrift and 
industry, and the settlement on high bluffs on the south bank of the river, above English : 
Santee, became known as French Santee. Rice, indiga, and later the depleting crops of 

cotton and tobacco became central to the industrial life. The founding of Charles Town, 

outlet for the river plantations, then sole city and port, belongs in the Santee picture. 

And the upper waters were used by trappers, hunters, outlaws seeking free land. The Scotch 

among them became sturdy farmers and woodsmen. Wars played their part,- the Revolution, 

the Civil War (colored inevitably by the bias, of a still bitter Southerner), then the 

booming of the New Industrial South. Full tribute is paid to the new development of power; 

frank criticism to some of the waste- under pressure of war. It all adds up to a rounded 


portrait. (1C:56-6469) 





May 14 


Barkeley, Richard St. Martin's Press 
THE EMPRESS FREDERICK $5.00 


A biographical reappraisal of one of history's casualties, this confirms (as did 
her letters which were published last year) that the Empress Frederick, Victoria's eldest 
and the mother of the Kaiser, was much maligned- not only in her lifetime but since her 
death, and reverses earlier unkindly judgments. For Victoria Adelaide Mary Louise was 
known as "Pussy" as a childs she was very much her father's daughter; Vicky, as a girl; 
and finally- with ill will- as "the Englishwoman” all through her 43 years among the Germans, 
was actually a woman of considerable heart, intelligence, and enlightened liberalism- in- 
herited from her father and sufficient to earn her the bitter enmity of Bismarck. As her 
years pass in a foreign country- there is little to bring comfort; the death of her father 
and two sons; the estrangement from her children; the anxiety over her husband who was to 
die- slowly- of cancer of the throat and reigned only for 99 days; the constant calumny- a 
personal as well as political~ levelled against her by Bismarck and the strengthening re- 
action; and her own lonely last years- and death- also of cancer- after months of intense 
pain- hers is not a happy story and this is a latterday tribute to a woman of many inter- 
ests, out of sympathy with her destiny. It has human values as well as historical. 


May ? 


Venturi, Lionello | Columbia University Press 
FOUR STEPS TOWARD MODERN ART $3.00 


The four very logical steps taken and pointed out by a well known writer and 
scholar of painting are the works of Giorgione, Caravaggio, Manet and Cezanne. With each 
artist a representative of a new trend in his times, Mr. Venturi analyses the most perti- 
nent of their paintings in simple efficient terms and places them in their own broad his- 
torical perspective. Giorgione whose short painting life lasted only from 1500 to 1510 
came at a time when skepticism was beginning to creep into the strong and confident idea 
of a man centered universe. Instead of. figures with a landscape, Giorgione painted land- 
scapes with figures and embodied in his scenes a new and broadened wonder about nature. 
Caravaggio a century later employed a controlled luminism in his technique with a revolt 
against mannerists, classicists and the idealism required by an aristocratic minded church. 
The new aesthetics of impressionism that rose in 19th century France are freshly described 
with reference to Manet's intention not to be a historical painter but to put down imme- 
diately what he saw, and, with Cezanne the great originator and symbolizer of modern cubism 
we see stili another approach to reality, this time through abstract form realized through 
color. A short, enlightening essay. - 
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Havighurst, Walter Hastings House 
WILDERNESS FOR SALE $4.50 


Fourth in the American Procession Series, this records the story of the 
first Western land rush - the development of 50 million acres of wilderness between 
the Ohiop,the Great Lakes and the Mississippi. Ultimately five states were carved out 
of this so-called Ohio Territory. In the early 1800's an area known only to Indians 
was bought, sold, bilked, bloodied and wheedled from its occupants. Tribes were cunn- 
ingly set against tribes; leaders were bribed into often innocent treachery against 
their people. After Tecumseh's gallant last struggle, the white man's so-termed civil- 
ization swept irresistibly across the Cumberland Gap and the Wilderness Road from New 
England, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Europe. Some well-known figures con- 
tributed to consolidation of the conquest:- William Henry Harrison, Daniel Boone, 
Johnny Appleseed, etc. Geographers, speculators, land-hungry thousands accepting the 
fictitious ads as fact provided a hodge podge of good and bad. Perhaps the surge of 
people and events submerged- for Walter Havighurst- his normal orderly control, for 
the saga becomes a verbal rout. Great names stumble over each other in ill-assorted 
continuity. Anecdote, legend, history and fact provide an often confused panorama. 
There's immensely colorful material here, but it might result in a kaleidoscope of 
unconnected pictures for the uninformed reader. Eight pages of illustrations. End 4 
paper maps. (LC:56-8123) 


Cornish, Dudley Taylor Longmans, Green 


THE SABLE ARM $6.00 
Negro Troops in the Union Army 1861-1865 


In 1863, after limitless debate and procrastination, Negro regiments at last 
became officially part of the Union Army - the first colored soldiers in American his- 
tory to be fully sanctioned by the Federal Government. This fact distinguished them 
from the cooks, orderlies, fortification laborers, etc., who had traditionally par- 
ticipated in American wars, and especially distinguished them from the many trained 
and armed Negroes who had fought sub rosa from soon after the outbreak of the Civil 
War. The Confederate use of Negroes for heavy manual tasks did much to shake the 
Northern bias but perhaps the critical factor was the decision that states whose 
loyalty was uncertain would finally accept the Negro in uniform. The total number of 
Negro troops to serve the Union has been variously estimated from 100,000 to 300,000: 
over 60,000 perished of wounds or disease. Denied full pay and benefits, the Negroes 
nevertheless fought with outstanding courage and were everywhere respected for their 
powers of endurance. The merely curious may be overwhelmed by the excessive length 
of this record; the more serious will find its quality of temperate judgment pleasant; 
its value will be primarily for the library and the scholar. (1LC:56-6219) 


Krieger, Murray : Univ. of Minnesota 
THE NEW APOLOGISTS FOR POETRY 4/ /7 $4.00 


This is a scholarly attempt to evaluate the role of the new critics in lite- 
rary history, among them T. S. Eliot, Allen Tate, Cleanth Brooks. For the most part 
they stand for a kind of neo-classicism in poetry as opposed to romanticism, for the 
dry versus the fluid school of verse, for precise, textual exegesis as against intu- 
itive, impressionistic criticism. Hedging a good deal, the author does not seem to 
care for them. The main value of the volume is that it is a sturdy attempt to define 
aesthetics, particularly poetics, and these fine spun arguments may be provocative 
and provide further controversey, among a very limited audience. 


Hooton, Barbara Vanguard 


GUESTWARD HO $3.50 
As Indiscreetly Confided to Patrick Dennis 


The Hootons run a dude ranch in the Santa Fe area and Patrick Dennis, creat- 
or of Auntie Mame, has been an attentive and observant guest. So it is with his aid 


that this story of a year or more in the running of Rancho del Monte has been written. 
It makes hilarious reading, as Barbara Hooton and Bill desert New York and the cushioned 
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life they-led there for the wide open spaces and an experiment for which they- or at any 
rate Barbara- seemed wholly unequipped. The trial and error processes by which the oper- 
ation of the ranch got under way; the hiring and firing- and concessions to- the adjuncts 
of kitchen and corral; the guests, good and bad combine to make a story that certainly ra 
must be more fun in retrospect than in operation. The story is made up of a succession 
of incidents (which must in reality have been balanced by quieter moments of living on an 
even keel)- incidents fraught with terror, discomfort and disaster in the making. Some 
strange guests came- and went; some that proved fairy godmothers complete with pumpkin 
coache But it is in the succession of alcoholics, guests and kitchen mechanics, that 
most of the melodrama is provided. Certainly not an important book- but then neither is 
Auntie Mame. (10:56-5034) tT - 


Mey 7? 
Friedman, Albert B.- fd. , Viking 
THE VIKING BOOK OF FOLK BALLADS $4.95 
Of the English-Speaking World 


An engaging and inclusive volume devoted to folk balladry offers authentic and 
variant versions of ballads of the English-speaking world. With a Harvard professor as 
agreeable guide, the reader is apprised of the essence of the ballad, its style and sub- 
ject matter, origins and transmission. The folk poems are presented under subject head- 
ings from supernatural to humor; the examples range from the materials gathered by Pro- 
fessor Child as pure British-Scottish balladry to the variants known on the Continent and 
England - minstrel and broadside - and the later creations of the folk medium in America - 
cowboy and criminal, laborer and Negro. Always aware of the tradition and of the place 
of variants in terms of it and the contemporary culture, with words too for the refrain, 
Professor Friedman provides fertile soil for the interests of afficionado and scholar. 
Some musical annotation; glossary; discography; bibliography of source material, some 
drawn from here. (LC:56-7084) 


PLEASE MAKE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

881 Winwar, F.- WINGLESS VICTORY -. from 2/1 to 3/13 (Harper) 
- 904 Milne, L. & Me- THE WORLD OF NIGHT- from 2/15 to 4/18 (Harper) 

9 (J) Williams, Beryl- YOUNG FACES IN FASHION- definite date 3/21 (Lippincott) 

31 Posnack, EeRe=- WORLD WITHOUT BARRIERS- from 3/7 to 3/14 (Morrow ) 

58 Clevely, Hugh- THE WIND WAS COLD- from 3/28 to 7/7? (Morrow) 

99 Hagopian, Richard- WINE FOR THE LIVING- from 4/10 to 4/16 (Scribner) 

100 Astrachan, Sam=- AN END TO DYING- definite date 4/19 (Farrar, Straus) 

100 Barrett, Michael- THE REWARD- from 4/? to 3/23 (Farrar, Straus) 

100 Dinneen, Joseph=- UNDERWORLD U.S.A.- definite date 4/20 (Farrar, Straus) 
101 McCrone, Guy- CHARLOTTE AND DR. JAMES- from 4/? to 3/20 (Farrar, Straus) | 
110 Herndon, B.e=- BERGDORF'S ON THE PLAZA- from 3/19 to 3/30 (Knopf ) 

116 Scheinfeld, Amram- HUMAN HEREDITY HANDBOOK- from 4/4 to 5/2 (Lippincott) 
118 Cooper, Kent- THE RIGHT TO KNOW- definite date 4/23 (Farrar, Straus) 

135 Menen, Aubrey- THE ABODE OF LOVE- from 4/16 to 4/19 (Scribner) 

136 Beecroft, John-4d.- KIPLING- price from $5.95 to $7.50 (Doubleday ) 

140 Duke, Osborn- SIDEMAN- definite date 4/27 (Criterion) 

144 Nicolson, H.- GOOD BEHAVIOR- price from $5,00 to $4.00 (Doubleday) 

147 Leavis, F. Re- D.H. LAWRENCE, NOVELIST- from 4/16 to 5/7 (Knopf) 

149 Harris, Sara- SKID ROW-U.S.A.- from 4/19 to 6/7 (Doubleday)- Price from $3.50 to $3.95 
150 Rostand & Bodin- LIFE THE GREAT ADVENTURE- from 4/19 to 4/26 (Scribner) 
154 Franks, AyH.-£d.- PAVLOVA- definite date 4/3 (Macmillan) 

155 Swanberg, WeAe=- SICKLES THE INCREDIBLE- from 4/30 to 4/27 (Scribner ) 


Erratum: Rostand & Bodin- LIFE, THE GREAT ADVENTURE- page 150- line 9- should read * 
"cancer research, mental illness, the determination of a child's sex" 





